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Secretary of War, remains a
steady draw. "There's no end of
| books on the Lincoln assassina-s
tion," Greenslade explains.
-.
A native of Bellevue, Ohio,
mi.
VISITORS
Greenslade
attended Kenyon from
urn mm torn
1927-31. He played football, sang
in the choir, and majored in
t *
chemistry. His chemistry profes
sor "a very dignified gentlemen"
named George Smythe was the
••
author in 1924 of "Kenyon Col
lege: The First Century." But as a
student, Greenslade had no inkl
—
ing he would ever provide the
t
sequel to his teacher's work.
Greenslade earned his MA in
chemistry at Columbia University
and for the next 36 years was a
supervisor of science in the New
York City school system. He also
coordinated the immensely suc
cessful New York science fairs in
the early 1960s.
Because of illness Greenslade
retired at age 56. He returned to
Kenyon in 1967 as archivist, suc
ceeding Mrs. Denham Sutcliffe.
He's still here and shows no sign
of slowing down. He and his wife
Mary seldom miss a Kenyon lec
ture, concert or play.
On campus the archivist is a
familiar presence, walking in his
distinctive gait — a gentleman's
of early college history. And
stroll — along Middle Path, in
though the archivist is the most
winter his head attired in Sher
agreeable of hosts, you have to
lock Holmes hat. Walking and
take his word on what's inside the
photography remain two of
strong-box. He's not inclined to
Greenslade's enduring pleasures,
open it.
and he has photographed virtu
Greenslade receives some 15
ally every house, college building
phone calls and a scattering of let
and fraternity lodge in Gambier.
ters every week. "What's fascinat
Greenslade has no hard
ing is never knowing what will
ground rules governing archive
come next." One day, in the midst
access. "I'm happy to help any
of answering a letter from the au
serious researcher," he says and
thor of a book on the siegeof Vicksdoes so with enthusiasm and
burg, Greenslade was interrupted
thoroughness. When the material
by a telephone call from New York
is confidential, he of course first
requesting a copy of a tintype por
obtains authorization. In Green
trait of an 1856 Kenyon graduate
slade's 17 year archival reign,
who as a Confederate officer
there has only been one case of
fought valiantly in the very same
genuine intrigue. In the early 70s,
Civil War battie. The New York
for reasons never ascertained, a
caller also asked if Paul Newman
vandal sneaked into the archives
'49 kept a monkey in his room
and cut football photos out of old
while at Kenyon. Greenslade told
college yearbooks. He did this not
him no, not to his knowledge.
only at Kenyon, but at random
Paul Newman inquiries "ar
colleges throughout the midwest,
rive in cycles" Greenslade says,
and became celebrated as "Jock
usually coinciding with the ac
tor's movie releases. For what
the Ripper."
The story is true. You can
ever reason, Kenyon's lone repre
look it up in a Kenyon archive file
sentative to the American Presi
identified simply, "Jock the Rip
dency, Rutherford B. Hayes 1842
per." Tom Greenslade will be
does not command much research
happy to show you where to find
interest these days. But Edward
it.
Stanton 1834, President Lincoln's

m

||

V

Tom Greenslade '31 in the Kenyoniana Room.

Nobody knows Kenyon's long, illustrious history
better than amiable archivist Thomas Greenslade
There may be someone,
somewhere who knows more
about the history and lore of Ken
yon College than Thomas B.
Greenslade, but don't bet on it.
Greenslade, one-man college
archivist, is author of "Kenyon
College: Its Third Half Century"
tracing the people, events and
legends of this place from 192474. He also teaches a course on
Kenyon and Gambier history for
the Gambier Experimental Col
lege, speaks to central Ohio civic
groups on his favorite topic, leads
fact-filled tours of the campus,
concocts imaginative Kenyon dis
plays in the library, writes histor
ical pieces for this magaz.ine, well,
you get the picture.
But for all his accumulated
Kenyon knowledge, firsthand or
otherwise, Greenslade is blessed
with a disarming humility, and
cheerfully admits he is neither a
professionally trained archivist or
historian. He does not work full
time, and his files are organized
more by personal taste than scien
tific management. Wherein lies
the charm, both in the Kenyon
archives and in the Kenyon ar
chivist.
You can find the lanky, mus-
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tached Greenslade most every
morning in the basement of Chal
mers Library diligently attending
to his domain of Kenvon memorabilia — a fascinating assem
blage of documents, insignia,
photographs, (many taken by the
archivist), paintings, carvings,
pennants, periodicals, phonog
raph records, audio tapes, video
tapes, Paul Newman's theatrical
programs, Rutherford B. Hayes'
grades and so on, all attesting in
one way or another to Kenyon's
rich, singular history. Some of the
mementoes defy first-glance de
scription. For instance, an embroidered linen on a wall reveals
ominous skull and cross-bones.
But upon closer examination, the
linen imagery proves not so
foreboding, rather homage to a
fraternity, vintage 1895.
One of the archive's most
treasured possessions is a collec
tion of Presidential signatures,
complete from Washington to
Reagan. But even these papers
don't merit protection in the
hefty, old-fashioned strong-box
over in one corner. This cast-iron
safe, Greenslade says, contains
Kenyon trustee minutes from
1825-1903 — an invaluable record
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The greatest toys on earth. This was the theme of the December issue
of Ohio magazine with a cover illustration (original in color) by Kenvon
artist Greg Spaid

Kenyon photographer Greg Spaid
celebrates the artistry of toys
With camera and colored
pencils, Greg Spaid transforms
the toys of children into the joys
of art.
A 1969 Kenyon graduate,
Spaid has taught photography at
the College since 1979. He has
exhibited his imaginative handcolored photographs at numer
ous galleries throughout the
United States and written for
many art magazines.
In the past three years Spaid
has produced a remarkable series
of hand-colored photographs,
each an arrangement of children's
playthings — mostly blocks, Leggos, dominoes.
Spaid's "toys" now hang in
the Museum of Modern Art
(N.Y.) and the Smithsonian's Na
tional Museum of American Art.
For its December issue, Ohio
Magazine chose a Spaid photo
graph for the cover (above).
Spaid's young children Erica
and Simon were unknowing col
laborators in the creation of the
toy series some three years ago.

2

Spaid recalls, "As sometimes hap
pens, my children would not al
ways put their playthings neatly
aw ay, and it seemed to me, as an
artist, I could use this familiar material." So he began photograph
ing "messes," adding color with
soft pencils.
In time, Spaid became more
deliberate, carefully positioning
the children's toys in arrange
ments either highly organized or
seemingly random. Each picture
became a complex expression of
"play."
The series has now reached
32. Each one takes about a month
to produce, as the hand-coloring
requires long hours of concen
trated work. Why not use color
photography? Spaid answers, "As
I add my own colors I'm allowed
to make many, many individual
choices." He values that artistic
control.
Interestingly, as Spaid applies
color, "I lose track of time, almost
enter an altered state, almost
exactly as I did when 1 played
with building blocks as a kid."

New York playwright Tom Dunn
named KFT producing director
Thomas Dunn, executive di
rector of New York's esteemed
New Dramatists organization,
has been named producing direc
tor of Kenyon Festival Theater, a
professional company based at
the college. He will oversee man
agement of KFT's productions in
Gambier and Columbus. Ted
Walch, founder of KFT, remains
as artistic director.
Dunn, 32, brings an impres
sive creative and administrative
background to the new position.
As executive director of New
Dramatists — the oldest service
organization for playwrights in
New York City — Dunn has
worked with established play
wrights such as Edward Albee
and Robert Anderson, and many
emerging talents.
Prior to moving to New York
in 1981 Dunn was a prominent
force in Minneapolis theater for
nearly a decade and served as ar
tistic director for Playwrights
Center, New Hope Outdoor Mus
ical Theatre and Storytalers Chil
dren's Company.
Dunn, a graduate of the Uni
versity of Minnesota, summa cum
laude in theatre and biology, is
himself a talented playwright.
Among his works are several
imaginative plays for children. He
is also an experienced director of
community, academic and pro
fessional plays. Dunn was an es
sayist for the Minneapolis Star
from 1978-81 and has contributed
short stories to various publica
tions.
When contacted in New York
about his new appointment,
Dunn said, "Kenyon Festival The
ater has an absolutely wonderful
reputation throughout the coun
try. This is a marvelous opportu
nity for me." He also said the pos
sibility of developing a "strong re
gional theater," with a winter sea
son in Columbus was another
reason for his return to the mid
west.
Dunn will assume full-time
duties as Kenyon Festival Thea
ter's producing director on May
1. KFT's 1984 summer season will
feature three plays, including the
world premiere of Here Lies Lucy
Clough by Pulitzer prize-win nor
Tad Mosel. Talley's Folly, a
Pulitzer prize-winner play by
Lanford Wilson, and the MoPac
Rag by Ted Walch are the other
two theatrical offerings.
Other KFT News:
* The theater, for the first
time in its five year history, fin-

ished its fiscal year with an
operating surplus,
* Stem of a Briar, last sum
mer's very successful world pre
miere, opens at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. in
March and is scheduled for Broad
way in May with KFT's original
star, John McMartin. Two years
ago Candida, starring Joanne
Woodward, also made a success
ful transition from Gambier to
Broadway.

Tom Dunn

PACC examines
military policy
Twenty national military ex
perts and critics will convene at
Kenyon College to candidly de
bate the topic, "U.S. Defense Pol
icy: Liberal Democracy and the
Military." The talks will be held
April 5-8 and are sponsored by
Kenyon's Public Affairs Confer
ence Center (P.A.C.C.).
Conference participants will
respond to five essays of diverse
ideological argument specially
written for the PACC. Essayists
are Seymore Weiss, former am
bassador to The Bahamas; Marcus
Raskin, director of the Institute
for Policy Studies; Jeffrey Smith,
head editorial writer for The
Times of London; Carnes Lord,
former member of the National
Security Counsel, now teaching
at Georgetown University; and
Nathan Tarcov, a political scien
tist at the University of Chicago.
For the past two decades the
PACC has presented conferences
of urgent public policy. The es
says of this year's conference will
later be published by the Univer
sity Press of Virginia.
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Fred Turner investigates poetry
in pieces three-seconds long
It takes you about three sec
onds to read this line. That's more
significant than you might real
ize.
Three seconds, neuro-scientists in Munich, Germany have re
cently speculated, is the funda
mental unit of human hearing.
You hear, not continuously, but
in three-second blocks, approxi
mately. After three seconds a
block is "full" and passes its ac
cumulated information to the
brain's higher interpretive cen
ters. Then — according to this
model — you hear another three
seconds of sound. And so on.
It also so happens that
rhymed, metered poetry, in virtu
ally every language on earth, is
based on a standard spoken line
of, yes, about three seconds in du
ration.
This remarkable three-sec
ond correlation between poetic
line and the human auditory pro
cess is the discovery of Kenyon
English professor Fred Turner
and Ernst Poppel, Chairman of
the Institute of Medical Psychol
ogy in Munich. The two men pub
lished this discovery and its impli
cations in a special issue of Poetry
magazine last summer. Their
essay, "The Neural Lyre: Poetic
Meter, the Brain, and Time," won
the 1983 Levinson Prize from the
Modern Poetry Association and
has engendered considerable
controversy ever since.
Turner and Poppel begin

their essay by describing the
"new picture of the human mind"
as provisionally determined by
studies in such fields as percep
tual psychology, brain-chemistry,
brain evolution, ethology and cul
tural anthropology.
One of the brain's charac
teristics now generally accepted,
the authors say, is an ability to
"reward itself" through the man
ufacture and release of pleasureassociated chemicals known as
endorphines. Arguing that "any
external technique for controlling
self-reward would result in an
enormously enhanced mental ef
ficiency," Turner and Poppel go
on to propose such a technique,
one of ancient origin — metered
poetry. Such poetry they describe
as "the use of rule-governed
rhythmic measures in the produc
tion of a heightened and inten
sified form of linguistic expres
sion." (The accompanying poem
by Turner is a good example of
rhymed, metered poetry)
The authors define the fundamental unit of metered poetry
as the "line," proceeded and fol
lowed by a distinct pause (not
necessarily a pause for breath)
which• "divides the verse into
clearly identified pieces." Turner
and Poppel then demonstrate the
"extraordinary prevalence of a
three-second line in human
poetry whether Japanese, Chi
nese, English, Ancient Greek,
Latin, French or German. But

The Metamorphosis
Your voice is a sweet junket, light
as spring air under eaves
when a few drops of rain fall white
and hover in the green dishes of the leaves;
Your hair is dark as thunder, sheaves
of the black iris flower,
soft ovals the closed eye perceives,
the rainy spring cloud that passes in an hour;
Your smile's like leaven; when the short shower
has passed on to the east
the brown stream swells and foams, as flour
is rendered ripe, sour, and bready by the yeast.
Of all three mysteries you're priest:
the metamorphoses
of milk, bread, wine; this April feast
you celebrate in me; among risen trees.
— Fred Turner
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Fred Turner
why this universal length of po
etic time? This leads to the au
thors' major-hypothesis.
To put it directly, Turner and
Poppel contend "what the sense
of hearing hears is essentially
time." The recognition of pitch
"involves a very pure (and highly
accurate) comparative measure
ment of different frequencies into
which time is divided." The per
ception of timbre, tone, sound,
texture and so on "consists in the
recognition of combinations of
frequencies," and the sense of
rhythm and tempo "carries the
recognition of frequency into the
realm of longer periods of time."
But the sense of hearing not
only detects different temporal
periods — it also arranges those
different periods within an audit
ory hierarchy, as definite as sec
onds, minutes and hours of a
clock. This hierarchy, discovered
by Ernst Poppel and his col
leagues in Munich, ranges from
"simultaneity" to "separation" to
"sequence" to "response" (,3sec.)
to the "time quanta required for
recognition of temporal relations
to be compared," in other words
the full block of three seconds.
This three-second period the au
thors describe as "the human pre
sent moment" and, note it is pre-

UM'n

t

cisely in tune with the three-sec
ond line of human poetry.
After some cosmological spec
ulation, comparing the evolution
of time with the evolution of the
universe, the authors conclude
their argument that metered
poetry can play a singular part in
developing a more subtle under
standing of time, and enabling
the brain to reward itself in the
process.
"The implications for educa
tion are very important" say
Turner and Poppel, adding, "If
we wish to develop the full pow
ers of the minds of the young,
early and continuous exposure to
the best metered verse would be
essential."
Fred Turner, former editor of
the Kenyon Review, is himself a
talented poet. He met Poppel sev
eral years ago at a gathering of
the International Society for the
Study of Time. In 1977 the two
were invited to begin an investi
gation into "the biology of
poetry" at Germany's Max Plank
Institute. Their theory on poetry,
time and the human brain pub
lished in Poetry magazine repre
sents the forefront of an impor
tant debate on the value of poetry
certain to intensify in the years
ahead.
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Brenda Murphy,
French Scholar
Two years ago Brenda Murphy began the study of French.
Now she is an apprentice teacher
at the college level, and may soon
be a professional high school
French instructor.
Murphy is a Kenyon senior,
and her two-year command of the
nuances of French is a tribute both
to her talents and diligence, and
to a unique program called the
Kenyon Intensive Language Mod
el (KILM), now four years old.
K1LM employs daily rapidfire drills to create an atmosphere
of spontaneity and to immerse
students in French, German or
Spanish. The program develops
in one year a language proficiency
that would take twice as long by
conventional methods.
Brenda Murphy had studied
Spanish back in high school in
Milton, Massachusetts. But at
Kenyon she became intrigued
with the free-flowing KILM ap
proach and enrolled in French her
sophomore year. She was a little
apprehensive at first, but her an
xieties soon dissipated. "It was
such a vibrant way to learn, doing
away with all inhibitions and re
ally teaching you to think in a new
language. In short time, I fell in
love with French."
Perhaps the only thing better
than studying French at Kenyon
is to study French in France and
this is what Murphy did her
junior year as part of a special
Kenyon-Earlham program. She
lived with a French family,
worked with artisans in the South
of France, engaged in lively con
versation with French citizens
and took courses at the Sorbonne
in grammar, literature, drama
and art. There were also oppor
tunities to travel much of Western
Europe.
One feature of Kenyon's
KILM method is the use of ap
prentice teachers to assist the fac
ulty instructors, and competiti 1>I1
for such apprenticeships is ex
tremely keen. When Murphy re
turned to Kenyon after her year
abroad she applied for and earned
apprentice teaching status. Now,
in her third year of French study,
she assists other Kenyon students
at various levels of proficiency.
Murphy may someday apply
to law school. But immediately
after graduation from Kenyon she
intends to teach in a Massachusetts secondary school the
language she loves and has so
readily mastered.

4

i
*
\

W

- w- >

-

w

'3

!—
X

M

|V3

J

wr:

P
v™

'
^"--a

L

.

y
Brenda Murphy '84 directs a rapid-fire French drill

Good words abound as Sally Rogan's workshop
brings together writers, high school students
When asked how they might
stage "There was an old woman
who lived in a shoe, she had so
many children she didn't know
what to do," the room full of high
school students predictably gig
gled. But the question was decep
tively serious.
Kenyon drama professor
Alonzo Alegria—a world class
playwright—wanted within the
span of an hour to convey what
it is that makes a play a play,
rather than a premise or a story.
Alegria was one of five Ken
yon faculty members to partici
pate last autumn in a writers'
workshop for some 60 Knox
County area high school stu
dents. The innovative workshop
was devised by Sally Rogan,
teacher at nearby Danville High
School and wife of Kenyon reli
gion professor Don Rogan.
Though the students were
provided Kenyon paraphernalia,
the workshop was not an admis
sions event, but rather a simple
exchange of goodwill and talent
between a college and its sur
rounding rural communities.
Joan Straumanis, Kenyon's
academic dean, introduced the
writing seminars with a personal
reminiscence. "When I was a high
school student in the 1950s I
dreamed of becoming a writer."
But she explained how, because
of her gender, opportunities were

then limited.
The morning of the work
shop was devoted to critical read
ing and writing as English profes
sors Karen Edwards and Bob
Cantwell gently elicited student
reaction to Faulkner's The Bear,
and encouraged personal in
terpretations of the complex tale.
In the early afternoon, Aleg
ria and the old woman who lived
in the shoe took over with drama
tic pizzazz—humorously de
monstrating the subtlety of trans
forming story into theater. Next,
English professor David Baker's
short story session was inter
rupted (purposely) by two Ken
yon students engaged in heated
argument. As the two "actors"
departed, doors slamming be
hind them, the high school stu
dents were challenged to create a
story based on what they had wit
nessed.
Finally, English professor
Ron Sharp, a former Kenyon Re
view editor, led an animated dis
cussion of poetry, emphasizing
the sounds and rhythms, rather
than meanings of "the language
that calls attention to itself."
Sharp touchingly related how he
entertains his infant child by recit
ing made-up poems. "Small chil
dren love poetry,"Sharp attested,
and he then invited the students
to concoct their own poems,
funny or sad, sentimental or

satiric.
By every account, the writ
ers' workshop was a success.
Kenyon's Knox County neigh
bors enjoyed their so-called first
day of college and left campus im
pressed with how difficult and
how much fun good writing is.

Steinway piano
restored for
Peirce lounge
Some 20 years ago a rare 1890
Steinway piano was anony
mously donated to Kenyon's
Church of the Holy Spirit. The
piano, in some need of repair, re
mained for several years in the
church basement. Then in 1978
the Kenyon College Music Club
began a fundraising drive to re
store the Steinway to its original
lustre. When fundraising was
complete, the piano was taken to
the Columbus workshop of mas
ter craftsman Benjamin Wiant
who is renowned for rebuilding
19th and 20th century pianos.
Last December, after a year of re
construction, the elegant Stein
way was returned to Kenyon and
now graces Peirce Hall Lounge.
The piano produces rich, lucid
tones. It is a delight to play, to
listen to, or simply to look at.
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Chris Russell

1

Considering the load he carries as the Lord point guard (quarterback) who has to penetrate inside against opponents' tall and
fiercely physical defenders to
create a Kenyon offense, Chris is
Mr. Everything for coach Bill
Brown's team. Opponents and
fans marvel at his body control,
maneuvers he developed in order
to stun taller defenders with
twisting lay-up baskets and to

Winter 1984

pull down rebounds. And he can
pump'em in from long range
when left unguarded,
Like coach Brown says, "It s
tough enough playing the point
and directing the team on offense
and defense, but Chris also has
to do most of the scoring. But he
thrives on it because he loves to
play and play with intensity.'
Before discussing Russell's
brand of basketball, coach Brown
^ „when , thjnk of Chris Rus_
se„ , thjnR of what a dass person
h<? j& op and off the court

Kenyon's career 1,000 Point Gub
in his 66th game, the 16th this
winter. Although his point average increased from 9.2 in 25
freshman games to 17.8 as a
sophomore and to 21 this season,
the added burden of "doing it all"
has reduced his field shooting accuracy from 49 to 43 per cent. But
remember, he has scored 45 per
cent of the present team's points,
Five of Chris's seven teammates this season are in their first
year of college basketball and
their inexperience shows early
and often in every game. But if it
bothers Chris, he doesn't let on.
"I enjoy Kenyon, the educa
tion I'm getting and basketball is
still fun. But I'd like to win more
games," Russell said. "Coach
Brown and all the players are
working hard to win and coach is
working overtime to recruit good
players. That's the way the program will be turned around."

Swimmers poised for title #5

Chris Russell, point-scoring
point guard leads the Lords
Although there are moments
of despondency, there's no real
despair in the Kenyon basketball
camp this season—the Lords
have one of the nation's finest
small college players in junior
Chris Russell, a dedicated scholar-athlete whose style, intensity
and productivity are remindful of
several Kenvon stars of yesteryear.
' ,
. J
, ,
•, L.
No, Chris doesn t shoot with
the accuracy- of Johnny R.nka,
John Dunlop or Scott Rogers. Nor
does he rebound with the power
of I im Appleton, Jett S lade ant
Kit Marty. But he's averaging 21
points a game—first in the Ohio
Conference—and
the team's
,
. .he's.....
No. 2 rebounder despite his slender, barely 6-foot, 150-pound
build.

came out of a good program at
Upper Arlington (Ohio) High
School. He was a point guard on
solid teams, the floor leader who
directed the defense and hit open
teammates for points. He didn't
do much scoring and wasn't highly
recruited."
Chris's parents, the Rev. and
Mrs. Robert Russell, recall that
Chris has been playing basketball
"since he was a little boy." It's
still a year-around occupation for
him, but both parents and son are
just as proud of his academic accomplishments—he carries two
majors, political science and economics—and plans to go to law
school. Chris confirms he came to
Kenyon "Because of Kenyon's lib
eral arts academic reputation and
because Hiked (former) coach Jim
Zak. Also, I wanted to stay in central Ohio."
A starting guard all three seasons, Chris became a member of

Hes a

,eader wherever he is, a good,
solid person highly respected by
teammates, coaches and oppo
nents. And he's one of the most
dedicated, hardest working young
mep ,,ye eyer ^en associated
„
When it was suggested that
Chris plays basketball "because
it's fun and he loves it, the coach
replied, "I know he enjoys practicing and playing and he dews
have fun, but down deep 1 don t
think our losing is fun for him.
He's a winner and our losing record really gnaws at him."
Coach Brown, a newcomer to
Kenyon this season after coaching
stints at College of Wooster and
Muskingum, pointed out: Chris

It's business as usual on the
Kenyon men's swimming scene
this winter with coach Jim Steen's
Lords winning five of six dual
meets, mainlv against Division 1
opponents. However, the Lady
swimmers, like the Lord and
Lady basketball teams, have been
struggling to get into the victory
column.
Steen's powerful Lords, carefully preparing to capture an unprecedented fifth consecutive na
tional NCAA Division III championship (March 15-16-17 at At
lanta) and expected to nail down
Kenyon's 31st Ohio Athletic Con
ference crown (Feb. 23-24-25 at
Oberlin), lost their season opener
to Div. I Pittsburgh then reeled
off victories over Bowling Green,
Denison, Furman, Wright State
and „
Miami (Ohio).
t .
Ladies three victories
were over Oberl.n Wooster and
Muskingum after defeats in meets
with Brown, Bowling Green Denison, Furman, Ohio U and Wright
State.
In the meets through midJanuary half a dozen Lords and
Ladies posted NCAA meet qual
ifying times. Steen and his assistant, Sandra L. Moore, expected
other nationals qualifiers toemerge
from the 10-team Kenyon Invita
tional meet, Jan. 27-28.
Coach Sandy Martin's Ladies
basketball team snapped a 21game losing streak that began last
year by drubbing Lake Erie, 71-53,
on Jan. 10, but dropped their next
four games for a 1-8 record going
into a Jan. 24 game with Marietta.
After a two-point defeat by Beth-

any, coach Martin said, "We re
showing improvement, but we
still have a long way to go.
Amiable Bill Brown doesn t
waste any time fretting about his
Lord basketball team's losing
ways; Instead, he has become a
two-prong workoholic—striving
to improve the 1984 Lords and
toiling endlessly to recruit good
athletes. Concerning the Lords' 116 record (to Jan. 25), Brown ob
served, "The record is the result
of no recruiting for three years. I
am contacting more than 100 boys
who can play and can be admitted
to Kenyon. We're working on it
and working hard."
The only Lord victory this
winter was a 62-51 decision over
Penn State-Behrend. The Lords
started the season with a squad
of 15 but seven quit after nine
losses. Due to injuries, the cast
was down to six plavers for two
s

bu| was back to eight fur

*he QAC opener. Five of the eight
, their first tastes of co,_
are
lege ball.
Sophomore Bea Tara Huste
(New York, N.Y.-The Hun School),
and John Watson (Garrettsville,
Ohio-Garfield) and freshman Tim
Troianoi (Columbus-Watterson)
were standouts as the 1984 Lord
and Lady indoor track teams
launched their season. Huste, a
member of last spring's Ladies All
America relay quartet, set a Ken
yon women's flOO-dash record of
1:32.9. Troiano won the300-dash,
anchored the winning 880-relay
foursome's victory, and set a Lord
60-dash mark of 6.6 seconds. Wat
son high jumped 6' 4" to qualify
for the OAC championships.
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The Inside Story of American media
a conversation with Hodding Carter
For several months in 1980, Hodding
Carter III was an almost nightly presence
on television as the State Department's
spokesman during the Iranian hostage
crisis. He is now host of a PBS series Inside
Story which examines how media report
the news. He also writes a column for The
Wall Street Journal and is a frequent com
mentator on David Brinkley's Sunday
morning show (ABC). His father, Hod
ding Carter Jr., known as "Big Hodding,"
was a legendary Mississippi newspaper
editor whose courageous support for civil
rights earned the Delta Democrat-Times
(Greenville, Miss.) a national reputation
and a Pulitzer Prize in 1946. "Little Hod"
attended Princeton and graduated magna
cum laude in 1957. After serving two years
in the Marines, he returned to Greenville
to work for the family paper. Six years
later he was named editor. Carter esti
mates he wrote 6,000 editorials in his 17
years with the Delta Democrat-Times,
"and in retrospect, about 40 percent were
wrong," he says. In 1976 he moved to
Atlanta to work for Jimmy Carter (no rela
tion) and following the election was
named Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs. After the seizing of the
Tehran embassy in November 1979, Car
ter found himself at the center of media
and public attention. And despite his de
licate position, he retained the trust of the
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reporters who flocked around him daily.
Carter resigned after Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance quit in protest of the aborted
hostage rescue attempt in April, 1980.
Carter—whose son (yes)Hodding Carter
IV is a senior at Kenyon—possesses a gra
cious Southern manner. Also a delightful
sense of humor, as is evident in his inter
view with Kenyon Political Science Profes
sor John Elliott. The interview took place
in late November upon the conclusion of
The Crisis Game, a docudrama produced
by Nightline, (ABC) and broadcast for
four successive evenings. In this extraor
dinary television event, ten former high
government officials—including Hodding
Carter—acting unscripted parts of a Pres
ident and his National Security Council,
coped with an imaginary U.S. - Soviet
crisis set in 1985.

Bulletin: Did you enjoy the experience of
The Crisis Game?
Carter: I enjoyed the 14 hours which were
great fun. War games are absorbing and
once everybody quit worrying about the
camera, which took about five hours, the
next nine hours were really quite interest
ing, as war games always are.
Bulletin: You've been in war games be
fore?
Carter: At the Pentagon, sure. They run
them as a regular thing for people in the
| national security cone.
™ Bulletin: Were you the president's press
s
secretary?
Carter: No. I was essentially a political
counselor, a la Ed Meese.
Bulletin: Do you have to spend time
thinking about the role you play, or are
you there as Hodding Carter?
Carter: You are supposed to do both; you
cannot simply be a loose cannon. You
have got to be thinking as though you
were the president's political intimate, as
though you have been with him a long
time, but you also have to finally reflect
your own views from time to time. Be
cause of all the necessities of a televised
game, you might say some things just to
move the process along, but never in total
opposition to the views you would hold
as Hodding Carter or Clark Clifford on
the outside.
Bulletin: It was a relatively unusual group
including both Republicans and Demo
crats.
Carter: Any group that has Richard Pipes

and Hodding Carter is fairly unusual. Any
group that has, in fact, Jim Schlesinger.
Bulletin: And Clark Clifford?
Carter: Veah, sure.
Bulletin: The most interesting aspect of
the whole show is how realistic it was.
Carter: It is realistic in ways that may be
the most disconcerting: i.e. the process is
extremely untidy. You find yourself de
bating some issues at great length, barely
touching on others, which may seem cen
tral to anybody outside the room. You
suddenly say, after it's all over, my God,
we haven't yet dealt with A, B, or C be
cause of the dynamics of this kind of
group interaction. Now it is finally very
unrealistic to suppose deputy secretaries
of defense would be allowed to even open
their yaps in that kind of deal. If they did,
they would be fired two minutes later.
They are there to pass information to their
chiefs and take notes.
Bulletin: But, what about the great dispar
ity of the views of people who were there?
Carter: It was a wider ideological range
than you would normally find. However,
in the context of any given crisis or set of
events, even in the most ideological of
White Houses, you find people both re
flecting institutional biases, which make
them come down heavily in different
ways and also simply psychological. That
is, two of us may think we are hawks and
two of us may think we are doves, but
under the pressure of events we may dis
cover our attitudes are more intellectual
than fundamental. So when it gets
stripped away, you have real differences
in a place you thought you had uniform
ity. It just happens. People turn out not
to operate entirely according to precast
principles when crisis arises.
Bulletin: The other part is how artificial
it is, which would be true of any war
game, but especially one for T.V.
Carter: War games are by definition artifi
cial; they are structured in a way to try to
reflect as close an approximation of reality
as the control group is capable of produc
ing. There was a problem here. In a nor
mal set of war games, you would have a
red team (Soviets) and a blue team (U.S.)
and the control group playing in essence
the whole external grouping. Again, in a
real war game, very soon you forget you
are playing a game and you begin to re
spond emotionally, intellectually and in
every other way to the crisis. In that
closed, confined room the game becomes
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more and more real. There was a problem
here in that the cameras were a constant
reminder, in the initial stages particularly,
you were playing a double game and I
think, obviously, folks in the aftermath of
The Day After were conscious of an edu
cational role. We are not just randomly
sitting around pressing buttons to get us
over those nuclear blanks. That isn't the
way the process works. So there may have
been a little more rhetoric about what we
would do to be cautious and safe if a crisis
actually took place.
Bulletin: How much concern for the press
was displayed by participants?
Carter: It was probably one of the least
realistic aspects of it. In the real game as
well as what you were shown, there was
a tendency to minimize what had to be
done to manipulate and deal with the
press in a real crisis situation. A great deal
of time and energy goes into that.
Bulletin: Was there one instance in which
there was a leak that was damaging?
Carter: In that game? I would say it's ex
traordinarily damaging to leak a statement
of what it is you've already ruled out. And
the early leak that the President had ruled
out the nuclear option was simply a bad
thing. It doesn't really matter, in fact, the
President has ruled it out and never in
tends to use it. If you're dealing with a
situation in which belief about intentions
is evervthing, to eliminate a set of pos
sibilities from the consideration of your
adversary is dumb, particularly when the
adversary has a large margin of ground
force superiority.
Bulletin: Have you followed the con
troversy about leaks in the Reagan admin
istration and the justice department inves
tigation?
Carter: Yes, very carefully.
Bulletin: Are you inclined to treat seri
ously the administration's concern this
was a very bad and dangerous leak?
Carter: No. As a matter of fact, it's a joke.
One particular leak had Bob McFarland
advocating a strike against Syria as retali
ation. One, this is common knowledge
and has been for some time and would
not require an item on television or in the
newspapers for any adversary to know
that Bob McFarland had been advocating
for months the thesis that Syria is the for
ward line, is the source of the conflict and
should not be allowed to go unpunished
for continuing problems in Lebanon. Sec
ond, as usual, the President only has to
look to his right or his left at any group
picture of his closest advisors to discover
who it was that put that word out to the
press. And third, Bob McFarland is, by
definition, in danger if he is physically in
that area, and he is no more endangered
by it being known that he specifically ad
vocated something than he is in danger
because he is a representative of a govern
ment which is doing something. After all,
it was American weaponry that blew the
Winter 1984

Syrians out of the sky when the Israelis
invaded. The Syrians don't need a pretext
to set loose terrorists. They've got all they
need.
Bulletin: Then the leak itself...
Carter: Was not, itself, even a leak. It was
the wholesale handing over to the net
works of something which the people
who handed it over thought would be use
ful — a little intimidation of Syria.
Bulletin: So the "leak" was, in fact a tac
tic...
Carter: By those people in the very highest
level of the National Security apparatus
at the White House. The President, I be
lieve, is probably an unwitting instrument
of one faction's attempt to gut another
faction inside the White House.
Bulletin: And that's the explanation for
the investigation?
Carter: Oh, I'm sure pf it. It's standard
issue stuff; it happened with us. With
Brzezinski running around screaming like
a dog because of various state department
people being quoted anonymously, say
ing things about the lack of stability of the
Shah's regime, which simply ran counter
to the official theory.
Bulletin: Did you have to deal with any
problems with leaks in the state Depart
ment that hurt your policies and hurt
Cyrus Vance?
Carter: There was a constant stream of
stories which were embarrassing, which
were occasionally damaging. I have to say
categorically, no leak ever destroyed a pol
icy or ended a mission. I saw some which
were excruciatingly embarrassing and
some which were potentially dangerous.
There is some irony. The worst leak of all
I can remember out of our Administration
was one which was given to a New York
Times reporter about the fact that, while
the Iranian listening posts, which were
vital to our ability to detect SALT com
pliance or violations, had gone down with
the revolution, we still had some very use
ful and sensitive ones in the northern tier
around Norway. That was a monumental
National Security leak. The New York
Times reporter who printed it was Richard
Burt, now the Assistant Secretary of State
for European affairs in the Reagan admin
istration. And the person from whom he
got it was somebody, as we like to say,
very close to the national secuity advisor
in the Carter White House. (Laughter) It
caused a raving, screaming stink, as it
should, actually. But, again, people didn't
have to look all that far down the hierar
chy of the National Security apparatus to
find who was responsible.
Bulletin: Did you do any leaking?
Carter: Yes, I did.
Bulletin: What kind of circumstances call
ed for you to do that?
Carter: To give indications of strength of
purpose on some matters, or to send an
unofficial message from someone in au
thority who did not wish to have an offi

cial title put on, but wanted the message
to be very clear. For instance, I was given
what can only be called an extraordinarily
thorough briefing on the Japanese failure
to go along with our sanctions against
Iran. The briefing took place as we were
flying into Paris for talks between the Sec
retary of State and the Japanese Foreign
Minister. The official who gave me the
background information was a very high
ranking economic official of the State De
partment, the highest. What was clear to
me was I had not been backgrounded for
my own information, but because there
was great unhappiness about the
Japanese continuing to do certain kinds
of trade and filling certain voids left by
our economic sanctions and our allies'
against Iran. I had a meeting, as I always
did almost every day, with the travelling
press. And I repeated, with very strong
displeasure, the itemization as it had been
given to me of what the Japanese were
doing to undercut us, and said some very
harsh things about their perfidy as seen
by high administration officials. Reporters
later jokingly referred to it as my "tora,
tora, tora" briefing.
Bulletin: That was before you got to Paris?
Carter: Yes, it was before the meeting with
the foreign minister of Japan. The story
ran and caused a hell of an uproar. Mike
Mansfield, the ambassador from the
United States then and now to Japan,
would have loved to see me fired for it
because it got a lot of play. Whether it
had the effect desired or not, the net of it
was, when the Japa-nese Foreign Minister
and the secretary of State met, the
Japanese foreign minister was able to an
nounce a number of steps which went a
long way toward meeting our concerns.
Bulletin: It was a very effective leak?
Carter: Well, I don't know. All I'm telling
you is it was obviously done for a purpose
and certain things happened thereafter.
Whether the Japanese had already gotten
the message or not and this was overkill,
I can't honestly answer.
Bulletin: And you weren't told to do
that . . . ?
Carter: I was not told to do it, I was not
reprimanded ever. (Laughter) 1 never had
the first word said to me; just a wink from
the economic official. And nothing from
the secretary of state, except after . . . ?
Bulletin: Except protecting you from Mike
Mansfield?
Carter Yes.
Bulletin: Even before the hostage crisis
made you a major public figure at the State
Department, you were very popular and
respected with the press. Is that a sign
you were doing a good job?
Carter: For a number of people in govern
ment, the more popular a press spokes
man, the more suspect he must be. Be
cause the tendency would be to believe
he's buying his popularity by being pro
miscuous with information. Now, it is

7

true I took official guidance as far as 1
could stretch it in an effort to be as open
as possible. I sure as hell made sure I never
got in the position of appearing to be or
actually lying. I can say in each instance
it was out of ignorance and not intention.
I stonewalled constantly, which is a differ
ent thing entirely.
Bulletin: But was part of your job to sell
the president's foreign policy?
Carter: No, 1 would not say part of it. An
integral part of any spokesman's job on
any level is to put the best possible case
forward for the administration's policy.
Anybody who goes around feeling embar
rassed or reluctant about that role, ought
not to do it. My basic feeling is the admin
istration was not elected to do the job of
its opposition nor was it elected to do the
job of the press. The administration was
elected to govern. And in governing you
need consent and to get consent you have
to have support, to get support you've
got to make a good case for what you're
doing. We're there to try to make the most
persuasive case for our side. Happily, we
live in the kind of society where the op
position has its access also and will be
making its case, as it should.
Bulletin: There are many people who
think the press has taken on for itself so
much of an adversarial stand towards gov
ernment that is has become the opposition
to all administrations.
Carter: Sometimes you can become ob
sessed with the notion, but 1 frankly find
it to be mistaken. Forget the brief period
of Watergate and the Vietnam War. Basi
cally the press, in my field particularly,
shared most of the assumptions of gov
ernment about what we should be doing
in the world. While obviously individual
sharp-shooters feel they can make a repu
tation by going for the jugular all the time,
most of the time I would argue that rather
than being too adversarial, the press is
too complicitous in some of the assump
tions we take into the world, even while
nibbling like worried terriers. Alexander
Bickel, Yale law professor, who was a re
latively conservative legal scholar, said
something at the time of the Pentagon Pa
pers which I always felt was basic in this
context. He said the government's duty
is to govern and the press's duty is to be
about its business, and the two aren't the
same and they shouldn't be the same.
When they start being the same, you start
living in a different kind of country, like
the Soviet Union, where the press has a
very clear sense of being part of the team.
Bulletin: When you talk about the press
sharing assumptions, is that more com
mon with more liberal administrations
than a conservative one?
Carter: You know it's a funny thing, I'm
watching it right now. I was thinking
more of the field in which I was, which
was foreign policy. We make a great deal
about differences between a Reagan ap
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proach and a Carter approach but I don't
remember any large number of bases
being closed under the Carter administra
tion around the world and I don't really
remember any fundamental revaluation
of our role as senior partner in a number
of structures around the world, whether
they're monetary or Atlantic or whatever.
With this administration, I hear a lot of
rhetoric coming from the other side but,
after all is said and done, the game has
not shifted five degrees.
Bulletin: And so the press probably
shares the basic assumptions?
Carter: The range of real disagreement in
this country, for better or worse, is pretty
narrow and the press pretty much stays
within that range. You're not going to see
any truly radical shifting except as ex
pressed at campaign time by people who
would like to think so. But when you get
through with the Reagan revolution on
the domestic side, I as a liberal would love
to tell you that truly monumental things
have happened. But you know, the bud
get is still growing, the government con
tinues to expand.
Bulletin: That's a very defensible point of
view. But didn't the press love playing up
the battle between Zbigniew Brzezinski
and Vance?
Carter: The problem about the press and
its habits is that if it can find a conflict to
personalize, it infinitely prefers that to the
rather obscure nature of the real debate.
Conflict is news and being naive and new,
I thought they were manufacturing ele
ments of the Brzezinski/Vance conflict
simply because they thought they were
reading an old script into a new situation,
i.e. Kissinger and Rogers or whatever. I
was naive, as it turned out of course, be
cause while my man was busy being the
gentleman, Zbig was busy playing the
game over at the White House and feeding
them a lot of stuff they were coming to
me with, which I of course was denying
because I didn't know we were in a con
flict. I didn't know it for about a year.
Bulletin: Did Vance know it?
Carter: He didn't want to know it.
Bulletin: But that certainly made your job
and the conduct of foreign policy more
difficult?
Carter: It made the conduct of foreign pol
icy infinitely more difficult as it does in
this administration. Because those with
whom we deal don't know with what
they're dealing. What they see is this
Tower of Babel, speaking in many ton
gues, and in fact the wrenching back and
forth of policy. I find it somewhat amusing
after two and a half years of this adminis
tration to hear anyone speak of the erratic
nature of the Carter foreign policy. This
group has marched up and down more
hills than we even knew existed. Whether
it's sanctions in Europe; well hell, I'm not
going to go down the list, but it's because
of unresolved internal conflicts. It makes

life extraordinarily difficult for the suc
cessful undertaking of diplomacy of
foreign policy.
Bulletin: What about Grenada? Whatever
you think of the policy decision, it was a
great political success for the Reagan Ad
ministration which seems to think its con
trol on the press was a part of its success.
Do you agree?
Carter: They're absolutely right. A great
part of their political success is attributable
to the fact the press was kept out for a
critical two and a half days. They have
learned a lesson which every authorita
rian and totalitarian regime knows: if you
seize the high ground of information, it
is possible to sell almost anything. It's sort
of a sad thing, and I say this not cynically,
but honestly. It is a sad thing that on every
single point of contention of a factual na
ture between our interpretation of events
and Cuba's, it turns out they were accu
rate and we were not. Whether it's the
number of Cubans, the nature of the Cu
bans, just go down the list, almost every
day another thing comes out. Now, a
great deal of that is possible, because
troops in the field are not actually repor
ters; they're out there fighting. And what
they were reporting back for the first
couple of days reflected the usual kind of
confused mish-mash in the field. Part of
it was because a lot of it was being put
forward because of officers operating from
intelligence sources which turned out not
to be very good but which they thought
were adequate. All of it was allowed to
go forward because there was nobody
there to check it. I commend to you for a
moment, a long piece in Time magazine
by Bernard Diederich one of the seven
reporters who hired a 17-foot boat and
went in four hours after the invasion. If
you will then go back and note the vast
disparity between what the briefing offic
ers were saying in that same period and
what Bernie was looking at first hand.
Well in any case, as an old spokesman
briefing officer, I would, in a technical
sense, have been delighted to be able to
try to define the world according to my
view of it for several days after any major
crisis without the press constantly bring
ing up dismayingly contradictory in
terpretations or facts. Technically, I would
have been delighted. As an American,
quite honestly, I would have been appal
led. Because no American should ever
willingly give over to any of his govern
ments, Democrat or Republican, liberal or
conservative, the right to define what is
fact and what is fiction, what is false and
what is true; what is information and what
is propaganda for any period of time. Be
cause we've got systems like that, and
their papers are called Pravda.
Bulletin: Okay. But are you pitting the
effectiveness of the conduct of foreign pol
icy against the public's right to know?
Carter: Yes. We always trade off ineffi-
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ciency in this system for the system's
values. That's just one of the things we're
constantly going to have to remind ourse
lves. Nobody ever said this system was
efficient, in the totalitarian sense. They
only said in the long run it was the best
for the people who lived in it. And I hap
pen to believe in it.
Bulletin: The Reagan administration would
say they kept secrecy for only three or
four days, and that's still fundamentally
different from an authoritarian system
where secrecy is permanent.
Carter: I love that as a concept, if it weren't
for the other six things they've been trying
to do for the last two and a half years, in
the flow of information, which I'd be
happy to itemize for you. The spread of
the use of lie detectors, one of the biggest
jokes in America, to literally tens of
thousands of people never covered by
them, in the effort to suppress the flow
of information through leaks. Again, I
sympathize with the intent; I'm appalled
by the method. The renewed attempts to
choke the Freedom of Information Act by
legislation, and failing that, by adminis
trative act, raising the costs for those who
want to use it and tightening the grounds
upon which information ought to be re
leased under the Freedom of Information
Act. The executive orders which are a vio
lation as far as I can see it, of what the
hell distinguishes a country with a First
Amendment from a country which be
lieves there's something called the
"Crown's Information." You know, the
list goes on and on and on. Grenada, by
itself, would be an interesting, unfortu
nate aberration, but an aberration. But,
it's part of a continuing pattern.
Bulletin: Would it be fair for the Reagan
administration to say their concern was
the press was going to Grenada and was
going to look for and report only the bad
news, and that's why they had to keep
the press out?
Carter: Listen, considering the way they
ran their pools after they started letting
people in, they could have even handled
that. They could have put some of their
tabby cats aboard the pool going into Gre
nada, as they put some of their tabby cats
in when they started running pools from
Barbados.
Bulletin: Tabby cats are friendly repor
ters?
Carter: I mean reporters who were going
in there knowing nothing about the sub
ject — in effect putting Gentleman's Quar
terly reporters in there, decisions like that.
But there were a couple of publications
that got people on the original pools —
which were nonsensical. They knew noth
ing about the subject, but they were, in
effect, going to listen beautifully to brief
ing officers. Every administration wants
reporters who sit there and take the word
of the briefing officers. And the American
people had better be damned well conWinter 1984

cerned by any reporters who take the
word of Hodding Carter, or take the word
of John Hughes at State today, or take the
word of Larry Speakes, or take the word
of Jody Powell. It is not that these are
dishonorable people. It is not that they
lie, as a matter of course, it is simply their
business is to reflect in the most rosy way
possible what it is they want people to
know. And that's not what the hell infor
mation is about in a free society.
Bulletin: Are you disappointed the public
hasn't been more on the side of the press?
Carter: Frankly, if I were the public, I
wouldn't be on the side of the press or
the government. I would have immense
skepticism. What's more, in many ways
the press deserves every kick it's getting
from the public. Not, however, for the
reason it's been such a terrible adversary
of the government. But because in its in
stitutional and most public forms it is so
absolutely arrogant and so absolutely un
responsive. But that's a larger and deeper
question. But let's face it, the public, two
days after a truly awful disaster, was given
a victory. And one thing the public didn't
want to hear after forty years of no real
victories since the end of World War II,
was a lot of carping about the first clearcut
straight-to-the-bone victory they had
seen. So, there was a great reaction. I find
myself amused by all the press people
running around and wringing their hands
and saying, "Oh, they don't love us!"
Well, so they don't love 'em. The only
remedy is to do a better job.
Bulletin: But the press seems just about
as much concerned about the fact they
were given misleading information before
the invasion.
Carter: Oh bull. (Laughter) Frankly, at
this point it's just silly. Whatever my poli
tics may be, I'm still where I was 22 years
ago, sitting down in a briefing room in
Washington and listening to some people
screaming about how they weren t told
evervthing about the Bay of Pigs. Well,
once a military operation is under way,
the press damn well does not have the
right to stand on the carrier deck and re
port into a microphone, "Waves of planes
are heading out now to hit target X."
There is a need for real military security,
and that includes keeping a military strike
a secret until it occurs.
Bulletin: With the benefit of hindsight,
could the Iranian hostage crisis have been
prevented, or more effectively dealt with?
Carter: Hindsight is of little use in the case
of the Iranian hostage situation. The fact
is that any embassy can be taken at any
time the host government decides either
not to intervene or to participate in the
taking. In Teheran, both things occurred.
As for more effective ways to deal with
it, hindsight suggests we might have
talked less about the importance of the
hostages, refused to negotiate anything
except their release and gone on about the

rest of our important business at home
and abroad. But that's easier to say now
than it was to do then.
Bulletin: What lessons did we learn from
the crisis?
Carter: The chief lesson was that we live
in a world which no longer respects cer
tain norms of behavior, a lesson cruelly
relearned in Beirut and one we're likely
to learn repeatedly in the years ahead. But
there is, to repeat, nothing which can be
done to protect an embassy if the host
government wants it to fall — short of
sending in several divisions and going to
all-out war.
Bulletin: What do you think of media
coverage of Presidential campaigns — the
so-called "pack journalism?" Is it reason
able to expect more thoughtful repor
tage?
Carter: What is reasonable to expect of the
press is rarely what you will get, in large
part because the press, like all commercial
endeavors, tends to give the public what
it thinks the public wants. Obviously,
there are far better ways to cover a cam
paign than to assign vast armies of newspeople to follow the candidates around in
their mind-numbing, repetitious rounds
of electioneering. Reporting the day-in,
day-out facts of the campaign is finally
meaningless. The public most needs to
know what the candidates have done in
their past public life, what forces are most
involved in supporting them and what the
message behind the carefully crafted mes
sages of the media manipulators really is.
Bulletin: In this era of media conglomer
ates, can you say a word or two about
some of the small newspapers and magaines you particularly admire and why?
Carter: I like virtually all of the smaller
journals of opinion, even when I don't
like their editorial positions, precisely be
cause they speak with the kind of passion
ate involvement which our political pro
cess demands and should evoke. I'm
speaking here of everything from Mother
Jones and The Nation to the New Republic
to National Review and Commentary. I
don't have a long list to offer, but a smaller
newspaper which is trying to be both a
mirror for the community and a leader of
it is the Anniston, Alabama Star. It repre
sents what newspapering should be all
about — including local ownership.
Bulletin: Finally, how will history treat
former President Jimmy Carter?
Carter: History plays jokes on everyone
who tries to speak for it, but I'm certain
history will be far kinder to Jimmy Carter
than contemporary America. The goals he
tried to accomplish in some fields, such
as human rights and arms control, and
actually accomplished in a number of
areas, such as the Camp David Accords
and the final establishment of normal re
lations with China, were and are too little
appreciated at home, but are well under
stood abroad.
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F. Hutton is throwing a party
to open their new headquarters in
Washington D.C. on this snowy
December evening. As the brokers
celebrate with champagne toasts and
tax-shelter jokes, Barry Direnfeld moves
about the room with athletic assurance
and a perpetual glint of amusement in his
eye. Direnfeld is an outsider but he
seems, well right at home, though he
prefers Heineken to the champagne.
Direnfeld's is a particularly American
success story, the fulfillment of a quixotic
vision, fueled by ingenuity, hard work
and some astonishing good luck. At age
34 he is president of New Energy of
Indiana, which will begin operation in
South Bend next fall as the largest
ethanol-producing facility in the world.
The creation of New Energy of
Indiana is a story almost out of the
movies. I mean how credible is a script
that, within a few years, takes the main
character from proverbial mail-room
employee to campaign manager for a U.S.
Senator to Harvard Fellow to founder and
president of a major energy company? Yet
this is the story of Barry Direnfeld. The
reason he was invited to the E.F. Hutton
party, incidentally, was because E.F.
Hutton is a heavy investor in New Energy
of Indiana. It is not a total exaggeration
to say that when Barry Direnfeld talks,
E.F. Hutton listens.

E

thanol, nothing more than ethyl
alcohol — your basic, 199.9 proof white
lightning, — may be emerging as the
renewable energy fuel of the 1980s and
1990s. So claims Dave Hallberg, head of
the Renewable Fuels Association, a
Washington, D.C. based lobby. Hallberg

adds that such potential energy sources
as solar or wind, geothermal or
photovoltaic are "far too impractical for
our industrial civilization" at least
through the remainder of this century.
There is another side to Hallberg's
claim, however, as some of the major oil
companies have vowed never to use
ethanol, believing it harmful to engines.
In the United States ethanol is not a
direct competitor with gasoline. Instead
ethanol is blended with gasoline at a ten
percent level to produce high-octane fuel.
In 1983 this translated into 4 billion
gallons of high quality motor fuel, or four
percent of our nation's gasoline sales.
This small percentage, miniscule but
three years ago, is certain to substantially
increase, with or without an oil shortage
in the years ahead.
Corn is the renewable source of
ethanol fuel. Corn, that amber wave of
grain. American farmers grew nine billion
bushels of it last year, the third record
harvest in a row. But this incredible
productivity meant bad news for farmers
and taxpayers, because sufficient
commercial markets did not exist. The
corn sitting in storage doesn't do much
but lower prices, squeeze farm income
and raise government subsidies. In many
ways, the fuel alcohol industry seems an
ideal way to reduce corn surplus and
increase motor fuel. (In the making of
ethanol, C02anda high protein feed are
other valuable co-products.) And it is the
elusive synergy of agricultural and fuel
benefits that makes ethanol an intriguing
commodity — and possibly one of the
most successful (and least known)
American triumphs of the past five years.
Perhaps a brief comparison with the
recent history of another, once moretouted energy source may prove

A dream fueled by ethanol
Story by
TOMMY EHRBAR
Photographs by
J. PHIL SAMUELL
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instructive here.
Remember synfuels? Back in 1980
lawmakers and business leaders set up
the U.S. Synthetic Fuels Corporation to
promote the development of a synfuels
industry. At that time supporters
predicted that dozens of multibillion
dollar synfuels plants would dot Western
states by the end of this decade, turning
out hundreds of thousands of barrels of
synthetic crude and petroleum products
a day. Congress contemplated spending
as much as $88 billion to help build the
plants, but finally earmarked $15 billion
to subsidize various endeavors.
But the world-wide oil glut, falling
prices and slack energy demand
combined to dash those ambitious plans,
and it now appears the synthetic fuel
program will be phased out by the end of
1984, with some $5 billion uncommitted
funds returned to the Treasury. Only five
or six commercial-scale plants are still
scheduled for construction.
By contrast there are now some 80
ethanol plants in the United States, and
yet to be heard from is the most ambitious
yet, New Energy of Indiana.
The politics of ethanol — involving
entrenched interests in oil and
agriculture, as well as Middle East
developments — are staggeringly
complex and I'll turn to these later. But
first I want to document the startling
sequence of events that catapulted Barry
Direnfeld from mail room anonymity to
the toast of E.F. Hutton.
Direnfeld attended Kenyon in the
late 1960s but admits he was "not caught
up in the social ferment of the times." He
was more caught up in sports — as a
pile-driving running back in football and
a baseball pitcher and slugger who caught
the eye of some major league scouts.
Direnfeld was a fierce competitor. One
time he was pitching against national
power Marietta when rain threatened to
end the game prematurely. The Marietta
batters, well ahead in the score, were
purposely striking out, swinging at every
pitch, hoping to complete an official game
before weather washed the contest out.
Direnfeld, as pitcher, refused to
accommodate the Marietta strategy,
heaving every pitch way over the
backstop, considerably prolonging a
rather bizarre inning of baseball.
Somewhat of a character, Direnfeld
was popular at Kenyon and made a
number of friendships "that endure to
this day." He majored in political science,
was graduated in 1971 and drifted to
Washington D.C. simply because he liked
the city.
"1 was not politically motivated or
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business oriented," Direnfeld confesses.
He dabbled in real estate, travelled a bit,
ran out of money.
Both Direnfeld's parents are
attorneys in the Cleveland area, and
somewhat with a sense of resignation,
Barry turned to law school. To pay his
way through night classes at Catholic
University he worked days as a mail clerk
in the House of Representatives.
Then in 1973-74 the following events
occurred — President Nixon was
enmeshed in Watergate and in the
"Saturday Night Massacre" his Attorney
General Eliot Richardson resigned, and
was eventually replaced by William
Saxbe. Howard Metzenbaum (D. Ohio)
was appointed to fill Saxbe's unexpired
Senate term and hurriedly assembled a
staff, Direnfeld coming aboard. With his
background he was assigned the mail
room. He was now 25 years old.
Direnfeld didn't work for
Metzenbaum long — the senator was
defeated less than a year later in the
Democratic primary by John Glenn.
Paradoxically, this was the best thing that
could have happened to Direnfeld. For
during Metzenbaum's lame duck period,
with a staff steadily depleting, he and the
senator developed a strong "personal and
intellectual bond," a relationship that can
be fairly described as mentor-protege.
And the protege was no longer politically
unambitious.
When Metzenbaum left the Hill,
Direnfeld became a legislative assistant
for Senator Richard Stone (D. Fla.). About
a year later, while still working for Stone,
Direnfeld received a phone call from
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from mail room
anonymity to the
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Lawyer in a hard-hat, Barry Direnfeld '71
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Direnfeld bolted
his secure nitch on a
Senate staff to risk
his future with
Metzenbaum

Metzenbaum, who said he had decided
to run in the next Ohio senatorial election
and he wanted Direnfeld and two others
to direct the campaign.
With slight hesitation. Direnfeld
bolted his secure nitch on a Senate staff
to risk his future with Metzenbaum, a
decided underdog in both the Democratic
primary and general election. But the risk
paid off handsomely. Metzenbaum
defeated incumbent Senator Robert Taft
and returned to Washington. With him,
now with the status of chief legislative
counsel, was Barry Direnfeld.
In 1977energy was a salient national
issue, and the Carter Administration
forwarded a complex bill to deregulate the
price of natural gas. As a member of the
Senate Energy Committee, Metzenbaum
was a highly volatile leader in opposition
to deregulation. Direnfeld conceived and
Metzenbaum directed a famous filibuster
by introducing hundredsof amendments
to forestall passage of the bill. Direnfeld
says, "We forced a compromise. We
didn't ultimately win, but what resulted
was less bad than it would have been."
And again, a seeming setback worked to
Direnfeld's advantage.
For the filibuster attracted national
attention and debate. In particular, public
television mounted a three-part series
The Energy Wars on energy policy-

making as seen from inside the legislative
process. Thestars of the PBS series were
Senator Metzenbaum and Barry
Direnfeld.
Because of his visibility on the series,
Direnfeld was offered a fellowship with
the Harvard University Institute of
Politics, adjunct to the John F. Kennedy
Graduate School of Government. This
program brings to Harvard six people
from various levels of government to
teach for one semester as Fellows.
Direnfeld, the youngest Fellow ever
chosen, did some serious thinking about
his career while at Harvard.
More and more his thoughts turned
to energy policy. He says, "I concluded
that, traditionally, U.S. policy makers
have always looked for the one big
solution to a major problem. But what's
proved to be true in most cases is that
complex problems require a variety of
little solutions which all marginally
contribute to the overall solution. For
instance, with energy policy we need to
do many different things, including better
conservation and the development of
alternative fuel sources. We need to
increase exploration and production of
our oil, gas and coal reserves. None of
these alone will solve our nation's energy
problems."
And though, at this time, Direnfeld
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Daschle (Dem.-S. Dakota) and an
advocate of farmers' rights and of what
was then called gasohol. The
Congressman, Evans learned, was on his
way to investigate a constituent report
that major oil companies were terminating
the leasesof station owners who pumped
gasohol. Suspecting anti-trust activity,
Evans reported the news to Direnfeld
back in Washington. As Barry looked into
Daschle's concerns, it began to dawn that
gasohol might be an industry with some
future. Coincidentally, the Department of
Energy (DOE) published a feasibility
study for the construction of a 50 million
gallon a year ethanol plant. The study
suggested a $60 million pricetag (the
actual cost of such a project — New
Energy of Indiana — was $186 million,
three years later). Finally, a revolution in
Iran threatened oil export policies, and
alcohol fuel was gaining momentum in
the media as an alternative to foreign oil
dependence.
Direnfeld and Evans went to the
beach one long weekend and devoured
"reams of material" on what exactly
ethanol was. Their conclusion — ethanol
was a perfect opportunity for
entrepreneurs. The technology was
relatively simple and it was a new field
with no entrenched competition. It would
have been unthinkable, say, to build an

had not yet chanced upon ethanol, he had
at Harvard formed a philosophy which
would prove the genesis of New Energy
of Indiana.
In the summer of 1978 Barry
Direnfeld returned to Washington and
was appointed by Metzenbaum as staff
director of the U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee on citizens' and stockholders'
rights. Later he was named chief counsel
of the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on
Antitrust, Monopoly and Business
Rights, chaired by Metzenbaum. At the
very center of major anti-trust litigations,
and chief counsel of one of the Senate's
most influential subcommittees,
Direnfeld's star was on the rise. He was
still in his 20s. He decided to get out.
"I just felt it was time to leave. I was
a little wary of becoming a political hack
sublimated to the ego of others. I wanted
to direct my energies elsewhere." In the
back of his mind he was conjuring an
entrepreneurial adventure. But in what
field? For the time being Direnfeld joined
a prestigeous corporate law firm and
specialized in anti-trust cases. Still he and
a friend Don Evans, an real estate
attorney, would spend their hours after
work brainstorming about a business
venture of their own.
In May, 1979, on a plane ride west,
Evans sat next to Representative Thomas
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At the desk in D C.
oil refinery to compete with giants of the
industry.
So ethanol it was. Direnfeld and
Evans at first thought they would hire
themselves out asconsultants to someone
capable of financing an ethanol facility.
They contacted Indiana and Ohio
congressional offices to see if anyone
expressed such an interest. (Since Indiana
has a larger corn crop than Ohio and
closer proximity to large transporation
markets and refineries, the two men
narrowed their interest to the Hoosier
state.)
Eventually, the two entrepreneurs
realized they knew as much about ethanol
as anyone, and decided to build a plant
themselves. Through the summer
evenings of 1979, Barry, his wife
Ellen — an accountant with shrewd
business sense — and Don began their
own feasibility study. Direnfeld says,
"We knew if we did everything right and
everything better than anyone else, we
could be successful." And so events have
proved.
The next step, that autumn, was to
locate venture capital. The search began,
unexpectedly, on a tennis court. While
playing tennis with a former student of
his from Harvard days, Direnfeld
mentioned his project and his need for
financing. The student suggested a name,
Victor Shaio, who had experience in
building and operating a variety of
industrial facilities. Direnfeld and Evans
promptly met with Schaio who heard
them out and responded, "I think you're
both half-crazy, but not 100 percent crazy.
I'll provide the capital if you're absolutely
seriousabout this, willing toquit your law
practices and work full-time." The deal

14

was struck.
By 1980 the Carter Administration
was fully committed to the development
of alternative fuel sources and the DOE
was making available feasibility study
grants. The two entrepreneurs, on the
basis of eight mammoth volumes of data,
were awarded a $1.7 million grant in
September of 1980. Of the some 750 grant
applications received by the DOE, New
Energy of Indiana is the only ethanol
plant now under construction. But it was
nip and tuck all the way.
The 1980 Energy Security Act
enabled New Energy to receive loan
guarantees for plant construction. But in
1981, the Reagan Administration, which
was philosophically opposed to such
federal support, challenged the guarantee
and essentially "put it on hold for a year."
A headline in the South Bend Tribune
read "Ethanol Plant Doomed, $186
Million Dream Dies."
But some dreams die hard. Congress
eventually preserved the loan guarantee,
and soon afterwards such investors as
E.F. Huttonand United Brands bolstered
the financial picture for New Energy.

E

thanol is hardly a new idea under
the sun, as environmentalist Barry
Commoner made clear in a recent New
Yorker article. In the 1890s German
farmers were eager to sell the ethyl alcohol
they were producing for the liquor
market — mostly from the fermentation of
potatoes — to the burgeoning automobile
industry. It was discovered that, in
conventional engines, ethanol produced
less power than gasoline. However,
German engineers developed new
engines specifically designed to use
ethanol, and it was learned these engines
could operate at three times the cylinder
compression of gasoline engines
(important in preventing "engine knock")
and thus convert fuel into energy on a
competitive basis. Why didn't the ethanol
engine prosper in Germany? Well, in 1904
a potato famine caused the price of
ethanol to triple, and cheaper gasoline
came to dominate the market. Also at the
turn of the century France experimented
with ethanol. And during World War I
European nations, cut off from foreign
supplies of petroleum, turned to their
agricultural crops to produce "national
fuels" usually a blend of ethanol and
petroleum derivatives.
Then in the 1920s, when
manufacturers began to build heavier cars
requiring more powerful engines while
circumventing engine knock, it was
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demonstrated that a small amount of
ethanol blended to gasoline would be the
ideal high-octane fuel.
But as farmers were rejoicing,
scientists at General Motors in the United
States mixed tetraethyl lead with gasoline
to achieve even better high-octane
results. And the ethanol industry
dwindled. The trend for bigger and bigger
cars accelerated rapidly after World War
II, but the victory of lead over ethanol was
won at severe environmental cost. The
new high-compression engines
discharged lead, a toxic metal, from their
exhausts into the air.
In 1970, for ecological reasons,
legislation in this country mandated the
progressive replacement of lead by other
elements, originally petroleum-based,
such as toluene. And on July 7, 1983 a
new EPA rule went into effect requiring
further reduction in the lead content of
gasoline.
But these developments did not
thrust ethanol back into the American
marketplace. The origin of the ethanol
comeback can be traced instead to
October, 1973, when the Arab oil
embargo led to built-in escalation of the
cost of producing petroleum, and
consequently, the price of gasoline.
The so-called "energy crisis" has
gone through various permutations, but
beginning in 1973 farmers in the U.S.
again appealed to the government for
support of an ethanol program. One
objection to such a program, often raised
by the oil companies, is that it takes more
energy to produce ethanol than the fuel
contains.

1
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However, in 1982, the U.S.
Departments of Agriculture and Energy
found "the energy balance in a modern
well-managed facility is 1.5:1, or a yield
of one-and-a-half times the energy used,"
including the energy needed to plant,
fertilize, irrigate, harvest and transport
the crop. (Some oil industry analysts, it
should also be mentioned, rebut these
reports.)
Also, the rapid acceptance of fuel
alcohol and the growing demand for it
have stimulated private investment in
research and development, and the
results of this research have been newtechnology, increasing industry
efficiency. For instance, advanced strains
of yeast and enzymes and sophisticated
fermentation engineering have shortened
fermentation time.
Federal lawmakers, convinced of
ethanol's importance by the late 1970s
responded by providing a five-cents-pergallon road-tax exemption for ethanolenhanced gasoline, and in 35states there
is an additional exemption averaging four
cents per gallon. Under these
circumstances, it is profitable for distillers
to produce ethanol from corn, for oil
companies to blend ethanol with
low-grade gasoline, and for dealers to sell
the resulting blend in competition with
other grades of unleaded gas.
Could ethanol ever supplant gasoline
entirely? This depends greatly on the
willingness of the automobile industry to
invest in the manufacture of a new type
of engine. Gasoline-driven engines can
operate with blends of up to 20 percent
ethanol but will not tolerate higher

Ethanol Plant
Doomed, $186
Million Dream
Dies
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concentrations. The auto companies at
present show no inclination to design
pure-ethanol engines and point to the
experience in Brazil, the only nation that
has attempted large-scale substitution of
ethanol for gas, which now — partly
because of this policy — is economically
floundering. Meanwhile in this country,
ethanol production has increased from 10
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Birch Bayh is
convinced ethanol
is vital to America
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million gallons in 1978 to 420 million
gallons in 1983. And next year. New
Energy of Indiana alone will produce 52.5
million gallons of ethanol.
What will be the effect of increased
ethanol production on American energy
independence? Jonathan Stein is an
energy expert at the Center for Strategic
& International Studies at Georgetown
University in Washington D.C. His group
recently completed a major study
assessing the role ethanol, if developed
on a substantial scale, might play in
alleviating U.S. dependence on imported
liquid fuels. Stein summarized the
study — "Ethanol can make a positive
contribution to U.S. energy security. It is
a useful substitute for petroleum-based
fuels. Although ethanol currently
requires tax subsidies to compete with
gasoline and gasoline-derived additives,
ethanol's valuable properties combined
with the prospect of technological
breakthroughs indicate these subsidies
should continue until 1992, when ethanol
should be a mature industry. By 1992,
even without an extension of existing tax
subsidies or new tax supports, ethanol
production could be as high as 2 billion
gallons."
This argument was wholeheartedly
echoed by Birch Bayh, the former Indiana
senator who now runs his own law firm
in Washington D.C. Bayh is convinced
increased production of ethanol is vital to
America's energy self-sufficiency. "It
wasn't that long ago," he drawled, "that
a handful of Mideast nations has us
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The president of New Energy has planned his venture with meticulous detail
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dancing to their tune. Don't bet it can't
happen again." Bayh added, "I think
Barry Direnfeld's success is as good an
example of free enterprise as I have
witnessed in many, many years. I like to
think it's still possible in this country to
succeed by the virtues of commitment,
energy and perserverance."

B

arry Direnfeld's life is torn by odd
logistics — as he is forever traveling to
and from Washington, where his office
is, or South Bend, where the plant is or
Chicago, his financial base (First National
Bank of Chicago is the major lender for
New Energy of Indiana). "Sometimes I
feel I live on airplanes," Direnfeld sighs.
Yet Direnfeld is also very much a
family man and he regrets the time away
from Ellen and his two children. The
evening before the E.F. Hutton bash,
Direnfeld hosted a small party of his own
for his family and two visitors. After
dancing with daughter Lauren, 3, to Stop
Dragging My Heart Around and other
rock tunes, he wrestled and read stories
to his son, Jonathan, V/i.
Later, after the kids were tucked into
bed, Direnfeld sipped a beer and mused
about his mercurial career. It became clear
his nature is antithetical to routine, and
even such heady experiences as advising
senators or practicing law among the
Washington elite have not completely
satisfied Direnfeld. He said when New
Energy of Indiana begins production next
fall he will commit himself to day-to-day
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Barry and Jonathan Direnfeld, shortly
before the latter's bedtime
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management of the facility. I believe he's
sincere and I believe he cares deeply
about the development of the American
ethanol industry. But I wonder how long
he'll stay put in South Bend.
For in the past four years Direnfeld
has been driven and sustained by his
creative juices — conceiving, planning,
often working "through the night" to pull
off a risky and ambitious endeavor. He
likes it there on the edge.
One afternoon I visited the New
Energy facilities in South Bend, and with
obvious, even touching pride, Direnfeld
escorted me through the 50 acres of
infrastructure. "There's 20 miles of pipe
here," he exclaimed with a whoop. And
later, looking at the towering silos and
hum of activity from a short distance he
said softly, "A few years ago nothing was
here. Now look. This will all remain long
after I'm gone" — the justifiable boast of
an artist, a creator.
And for this reason, I predict
Direnfeld won't settle in as New Energy's
chief executive officer for too many years.
Some other venture is bound to catch his
eye, consume his interest. Maybe he'll
buy a major league baseball club, maybe
he'll even run for political office.
I don't want to make too much of the
Direnfeld-Metzenbaum bond, but it is
extraordinary. Senator Metzenbaum said
" Barry was of invaluable service to me in
Washington. He was also one of the major
architects of my programs to solve our
energy problems. One of the keystones
was rapid development of alternative
sources of energy, with ethanol at the top
of the list. I'm very pleased Barry's
fortitude and vision have resulted in such
great success." The Senator added, "It
was a tremendous loss to me when Barry
left."
Metzenbaum's press secretary Ron
Myers commented, "It sounds like a
cliche, but Barry is almost like a son to
the Senator." The two stay in close touch,
Myers affirmed.
Metzenbaum and Direnfeld are both
liberal Democrats. Metzenbaum was a
daring and successful entrepreneur
before entering politics, a strategy not lost
on Direnfeld. But there are significant
differences. "I'm not a crusader like
Howard," the younger man says and he
alludes to his many conservative friends
and even a few oil company officers.
"Hey, I get along with everybody."
At the forefront of an emerging and
politically controversial energy industry,
the president of New Energy of Indiana
smiles, his eyes wide with all the
innocence of a thrower of baseballs over
backstops.
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Tantalizing designs by
quiltmaker Debra Millard
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Debra Millard is a conjurer of puzzle
and pattern. As a computer artist and
quilt-maker of steadily expanding
reputation, she is at once beguilingly
contemporary and comfortably oldfashioned.
Debra (Lunn '73) and her husband
Kevin Millard '72 live just south of
Denver, Colorado in their quilt-laden
home. As you enter the front door you
immediately behold a wondrous quiltwork covering the good part of a wall.
Composed of several hundred handdyed cotton squares, the quilt gently
shimmers in nuances of blues and
browns, almost as illusive as an Escher
print. Upstairs, amidst her collections of
kaleidoscopes and jigsaw puzzles
(amusements that charmingly betray
her fondness for complex configuration)
is the artist's studio.
Millard designs some of her quilts
by computer, though she insists, "The
computer never takes over the creative
process. In fact, it actually enhances my
creativity."
The great asset of the computer,
Millard attests, is speed. Since computer
patterns can be generated within a mat
ter of seconds, Millard can explore, dis
card and refine scores of intricate de
signs within a morning's work. Imagine
how long it would take to create as many
designs by hand on graph-paper.
Since Millard's quilt patterns are so
visually bedazzling, her coloration is
more subdued. The artist hand-dyesher
squares of fabric to achieve subtle, al
most undetectable gradations is hue and
value (light to dark). This process results
in the shimmering, elusive qualities that
so characterize her quilts.
Millard constructs all the quilts her
self, with traditional sewing and quilting
techniques. She is a wizard of flurry at
her Elna sewing machine.
A native of Mount Vernon, Millard
was a music major at Kenyon, and
earned her M.A. in design at the Univer
sity of Minnesota in 1980. In the past
few years she has proven remarkably
productive: her quilts have graced
many regional and national exhibitions
and are included in prestigeous gallery
and private collections. At age 32, she
is recognized as a fabric artist of innova
tion and vision. And one Millard pattern
is already vividly clear—her work is
becoming richer, more sophisticated,
more beautiful all the time.
Debra Millard, conjurer of puzzle
and pattern. We are delighted to wel
come you to her maze.
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Opposite page: Art deco inspired
Jukebox Jazz 1982, 46" x 46"
Above: Ribbons, 1982
33"x34"

Above: Keystone 1983,
18" x 24" Left: Computer
designed Strata Rata 1983,
42" x 32.
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Changing channels with John Carman—
The joys and ambiguities of TV criticism

By John Carman '68

^ 1
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A television critic's job, someone
once said, is to describe accidents to
eyewitnesses.
I've been a TV critic for six years, and
I've dutifully described my share of fen
der-benders, rollovers, head-on collisions
and complete wipeouts.
I remember such minor mishaps as
Working Stiffs and Open All Night. And
I recall, too vividly, disasters on the order
of Supertrain and Roller Girls.
My Kenyon classmates have gone on
to law partnerships, medical practices and
heady careers in banking. I keep track of
the manifest on The Love Boat.
Actually, the job isn't so bad. I went
to a party once at Larry Hagman's Malibu
Beach house, and contributed to an over
flow in his septic tank. I rode a limousine
to Hugh Hefner's mansion, which, if we
care to be honest about it, is tantamount
to a trip to Mecca for anyone who grew
up male in America. (I can report that
Hefner wore baggy trousers, but he ap
peared happy.) I had a few beers one time
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at the bar set of Cheers, occupying the
seat normally reserved for Norm on the
show. Less frivolously, I get space in the
newspaper to knock down the egos of the
Ted Baxters of the world, and to report
on the medium that shapes the way the
public looks, speaks and even thinks.
With apologies to the Kenyon College
20
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history department and to the elevated
goals of my favorite liberal arts institution,
I like to believe my Kenyon days were
responsible for my entry into television
criticism.
Television was serious business
when I lived in Middle Leonard. For a
time, a certain classmate and I referred to
the old set in the lounge as the Visgod, a
semi-religious object that required con
stant sacrifices of our time and affection.
Friday night, in those days before there
were women on campus to compete for
the attention of Kenyon men, was the oc
casion for a ritual called Double Chiller.
We sat raptly during the horror movies
on the Columbus TV station. One night,
we even stayed after the station signed
off, and stared for nearly an hour at the
test pattern.
It was also at Kenyon I witnessed the
purest act of television criticism I've ever
seen. It was after dinner on a weekday
night. The TV lounge was crowded. The
night's usual slate of situation comedies
was interrupted by an address from Pres
ident Lyndon Johnson. The moment
Johnson's craggy face flickered onto the
tube, whoever was sitting closest to the
TV set rose, turned off the volume and
returned to his seat. It was an extra-sen
sory act of consensus; no one in the lounge
said a word.
What I should have done at Kenyon
was to pay closer attention during
freshman English class, when we got
around to studying the then-perplexing
subject of existentialism. Sooner or later,
I suspect, every television critic worth his
Sony confronts an existential crisis.

Moreover, I can think of few more existen
tial occupations.
A novice television critic's first temp
tation is to go for the fat jugulars of the
networks and their local affiliated sta
tions, hoping to draw blood. I succumbed
to that temptation for two or three years,
day after day, column after column.
Plainly, the television industry was a
blight on the American cultural land
scape. Quality was a concept so alien to
network programmers and local TV news
directors that its contemplation was im
possible. Talent was something you might
find in the movies or on the stage, but
never in television. Television executives
were greedy and ignorant - or worse, cyn
ical conspirators in a plot to turn our
brains into Cream of Wheat.
I had a ball. I'd been handed a license
to kill, and my video display terminal at
the office was going to be my deadly
weapon. I wrote that a certain blonde ac
tress on a popular ABC series had a mouth
that looked like an exit wound. In Min
neapolis, I zeroed in on a local anchorwoman who'd jumped ship from one station
to another, calling her the Lucrezia Borgia
of Twin Cities television. I especially
looked forward to the contentious ses
sions in Los Angeles at which TV critics
from around the nation got into nasty
frays with network executives, doing our

V

f

\

4
KCAB

.

fit

J*

^

IwJl
* - *
ft

I

>

A

: .

-*-:
/

KJ
>.

Sir

IF

%
1
!&*

best to pierce their rhinoceros hides with
embarrassing questions. It was lovely.
It sounds heartless and even juvenile,
I know. But let's face it. Television could
and should be better than it is. It's hard
to believe banal situation comedies and
shoot-'em-up action shows like The A
Team are the best a supposedly creative
industry can offer to the American Public.
Besides, TV stations are public trustees,
licensed to use a finite public resource the broadcast spectrum - for the pursuit
of profit.
And anyway, TV critics need to work
out a lot of frustrations.
That is Phase One of television criti
cism. Phase Two followed the realization
that, as a critic, I was splintering batches
of lances without leaving many dents in
my quarry. Series genres would come anci
go, but really every fall season seemed to
duplicate the disappointingly low aspira
tions of the previous season. Wasn't any
body listening? If anyone was, why was
Three's Company a smash hit?
Not only that, but we critics weren't
even speaking the same language as the
men and women who worked in televis
ion. We had funny notions about quality;
they read the Nielsen ratings. If a program
was a hit, it was a good show. End of
argument. If Three's Company happened
to be the top-rated show of the week, then
it was the best show on that week. If the
public rewarded jiggling breasts and car
chases with big ratings, then the networks
would cater to public taste with a freemarket vengeance. What could be more
Winter 1984

democratic? Critics were gnats who could
cause some temporary discomfort, but
that after all was a minor annoyance. Like
Dostoevsky's Grand Inquisitor, television
executives know best the insecurities,
weaknesses and dark passions of man
kind, and they have the research to prove
it.
The smart TV columnist would accept
the world as it is and make judgments
accordingly, free of any preposterous vi
sions of what television ought to be. The
wise chronicler of television would put
aside sweeping arguments about social responsiblity and inherent program value,
and concentrate instead on what formerly
seemed arcane topics: cumes, HUT
(homes using television) levels, spot sales,
audience flow, high concept program
ming and other nuggets that are real pre
sences in the world of television execu
tives.
I stuck with that for a while, and then
I hit my own existential wall. That brought
me to Phase Three. I can explain it in the
tritest terms: Television criticism is mostly
a thankless job, but somebody has to do
it. The public shows no inclination to light
torches and march angrily on the head
quarters of the networks, and yet there
•HBI

and permit them to influence their view
ing habits. Someone has to remind the
people who produce and schedule televi
sion programs they owe more than they
are giving, even if the reminders ulti
mately amount to no more than brief dis
tractions.
So I'm a born-again gnat. I've toned
down the vituperation, and I am more
willing than before to acknowledge good
television is a painstakingly difficult goal
to achieve. I don't expect miracles. I
realize the networks think the best thing
I can do for a show is to call it cheap and
tawdry - that almost invariably helps the
ratings.
But my job is fun again.
A
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are many viewers who know they are
being shortchanged. There are even a pre
cious few who take TV critics seriously,

John Carman is a 1968 graduate of
Kenyon College. After earning a master's
degree in journalism from Northwestern
University he worked as a reporter and
feature writer for several midwest news
papers. In 1977 he became television critic
of The Minneapolis Star. Carman now
writes a TV column that appears in The
Atlanta Constitution and The Atlanta
Journal. He has twice been nominated for
the Pulitzer Prize in criticism.
M
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ALMANAC
DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Kenyon Fund and
Parents Fund at
record levels
Kenyon's two annual giving programs are
on the way to record levels this year.
By mid-Januarv, more than $325,000 in
gifts and $100,000 in pledges had been received
for the alumni Kenyon Fund campaign, placing
it well on its way to surpassing the $600,000
goal. Alumni participation has been excellent,
with over 1,600 responding.
At the same time, more than $90,(XX) in
Kenyon Parents Fund campaign gifts had been
received from over 500 parents of current and
former Kenyon students, placing this campaign
well over half-way to this year's$140,000 goal.
Annual giving constitutes a significant por
tion of the College's budget. Funds received
from generous alumni and parents defray costs
in a wide number of areas including scholar
ships, library, maintenance and utilities. This
support is essential to the continuance of Ken
yon's excellent programs.
Level of participation in giving programs
is as important as the dollars raised. Individu
als, corporations and foundations evaluate col
leges like Kenyon on many factors when al
locating major gifts and grants. One important
consideration is breadth of support for the col
lege—the percentage of a college'sconstituency
providing support. Kenyon has an excellent
percentage of participation in its annual giving
programs and we encourage alumni and par
ents to continue this fine record through a gift
of any size to the 1983-84 Kenyon Fund or Ken
yon Parents Fund.

Chemistry scholarships,
new football jerseys
among gifts to College
Kenyon College continues to receive gifts
and grants from numerous sources.
Recently a 1963 graduate donated $13,000
to provide scholarships for chemistry students,
while a member of the Class of 1974 purchased
new varsity football jerseys.
The Charles A. Frueauff Foundation in
creased its endowed Kenyon Scholarship fund
by $25,0(X).
Scholarship grants of $5,000 were received
from the Bremer, the Stella and Charles Guttmann and the James M. Johnston foundations.
Household International awarded $5,000
in unrestricted funds in recognition of Ken
yon's excellence in economics education.
A scholarship fund has been established
in memory of Carol Mason Wright '83 by her
family.
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$50,000 Storer challenge grant
offered for second successive year
We are pleased to announce the award
of a special $50,000 Challenge Grant from
the Storer Foundation to benefit the 1983-84
Kenyon Fund. This is the second consecu
tive year Kenyon is aided by such a grant.
This year's challenge is targeted to
three goals:
1) Increased alumni participation from
the five youngest classes;
2) Successful launching of four new
Leadership Gift Societies;
3) Record-breaking giving performance
by the 25th reunion class.
Here's the way the Challenge will
work:
—Any new or increased gift given this
year by alumni in classes 1979 through 1983
will be matched 3 for 1. For example, if an
alumnus gave $25 last year and donates $50
this year, the additional $25 will be matched
with $75 from the Challenge.
—Alumni who qualify for a Leadership
Gift Society through an increased contribu
tion will have their gift matched I for 1.
The Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of
New York Charitable Trust approved a grant
of $25,(XX) to purchase library equipment.
The Exxon Education Foundation awarded
Kenyon a $25,000 Presidential Discretionary
Grant.
Kenyon's Public Affairs Conference Center
received a grant of $6,500 from the Murch Foun
dation of Cleveland.
Albert Weidenbusch, Kenyon's Director of
I rusts and Bequests, reports the completion of
arrangements for four life income pledges — a
Pooled Income Fund gift of approximately
$50,000, two Charitable Gift Annuities of
$14,0(X) and $25,000 and a Charitable Remain
der Annuity Trust of approximately $35,000.

Kenyon meets
Gund challenge
The Development Office reports the suc
cessful outcome of the Gund Loan Fund Chal
lenge announced last spring.
The college is among the first of eleven
Ohio Colleges to meet the challenge offered
early in 1983 by the George Gund Foundation
of Cleveland, Ohio. Kenyon has succeeded in
raising $75,(XX) in new money for student loans
well before the June 30 deadline set by the
Foundation.
According to the terms of the grant, the
Gund Foundation will provide $25,000 in
matching funds for student loans. The total of
$100,000 will be integrated with the College's
existing loan program.

(Minimum qualifying amounts for the four
Societies are: $100, $250, $500 and $1,000.)
For example, if last year's $150 donation is
increased to $250 this year, the full $250 will
be matched.
—A special "Silver Anniversary Chal
lenge" to the Class of 1959: any new or in
creased contributions by members of that
class will be matched 2 for 1, if a minimum
contribution of $100 is made. For example,
if a 1959 alumnus gave $50 last year and
donates $100 this year, the increase of $50
will be matched by $100 from the Challenge.
All contributions made to the Kenyon
Fund between July 1, 1983 and June 30, 1984
are eligible for the Challenge as are increases
in corporate matching gifts.
The Storer Challenge Grant is an excel
lent opportunity for Kenyon alumni to sub
stantially increase Kenyon support and for
the College to achieve the twin goals of in
creased alumni participation and support of
the Kenyon Fund. We encourage alumni to
take advantage of the Challenge.

Make it
a weekend
to
remember
Kenyon's
156th
commencemen t
reunion
weekend.
May 18-20
KCAB

FACULTY NEWS

Anthropology
Sociology
John J. Macionis will chair a session of the
North Central Sociological Association's late
April meeting on the topic of cities and culture.
The presentations will include exploration of
cities and urban life in different times and
places, with a paper and slides by Russell
Geiger on the topic, "Lagos: Riotous Rituals in
Africa's City of Chaos." Howard Sacks will
serve as a member of the program committee
for the upcoming meeting. Mr. Sack's article
exploring traditional music and community
life, "John Baltzell: Country Fiddler from the
Heartland," appeared in a recent issue of the
"Journal of Country Music," published by the
Country Music Foundation in Nashville. Pat
Urban's and Ed Schortman's edited volume on
the archaeological of Quirigua (a Classic Mayan
site in eastern Guatemala) rolled off the presses
of the publications department of the Univer
sity Museum of the University of Pennsylvania,
in Jan. During the Nov. annual meeting of the
American Anthropological Association, Ms.
Urban delivered a paper (co-authored by Mr.
Schortman and W. Ashmore of Rutgers) on the
1983 season of the Santa Barbara archaeological
project.

Art
Joseph Slate was honored with nine other
authors of juvenile books at the Ohio Educa
tional Library Media Association luncheon on
Oct. 26. He presented workshop sessions enti
tled, "The Creative Process in Painting and
Writing," on Oct. 28 and 29 at OELMA's annual
conference. Professor Slate's fable, "How Little
Porcupine Played Christmas," was placed on
the Ohio Reading Circle's 1983-84 purchase re
commendation list for schools and libraries.
Now in a second printing, the book is one of
20 in its category to be so recommended. On
Nov. 12, Professor Slate discussed his books at
the Main Library's Center for Discovery in Col
umbus.

Music
The Music Department's fall semester was
a time of changes, new ^purses and new direc
tions. Don Tull, new director of the Chamber
Singers and Music Theatre, made his debut as
conductor of the Knox County Symphony on
Nov. 5. (The Symphony is now reaffiliated with
the Kenyon Music Department and is offered
as a credit-load course.) The debut with Presi
dent Philip Jordan's narration of Prokofiev's
"Peter and the Wolf" was a great success. At
tracting an audience of more than 600, the Sym
phony's future appears promising. Its next con
cert will be Feb. 25 at the Mount Vernon Memo
rial Theater and will feature pianist Paul Pos-

nak and cellist Angela Schwartz, daughter of
Professor Emeritus Paul Schwartz. New ad
junct instructor of violin and viola, Allen Mele,
is the concertmaster of the Symphony; adjunct
instructor of cello, Lucinda Swatsler, is princi
pal cellist. Both symphony positions are now
endowed chairs. Julie Soloway is an exciting
new addition to the Music Department. A
pianist, organist, singer and jazz musician, she
taught instrumental and vocal jazz improvisa
tion. She began directing the Instrumental and
Vocal Jazz Ensembles (both Kenyon firsts) this
Spring semester. The Ensembles, with Profes
sor Paul Posnak's new Spring semester course,
"The History of Jazz," mark a new direction
for the Music Dept. Nancy and Kevin Vogel
sang, who this year teach the theory curriculum
and piano as well as accompanying, appeared
in a duo-piano concert Feb. 11. Ms. Vogelsang
was pianist in a recital given Jan. 29 by new
flute instructor, Beth Pflueger. The Kenyon
Musical Theatre, under Mr. Tull's direction,
presented Jerome Kern's "Leave it to Jane,"
Feb. 17 -19. The Kenyon Musical Stage, whose
Fall production of "This Will Do" (written by
music major Chris Anderson) was well-re
ceived, presents its Spring production April 68. The "Music Synthesis" course taught Spring
semester by Mr. Tull is another exciting addi
tion and new direction for the Music Dept. Stu
dents use state-of-the-art synthesizer equip
ment and explore technical and compositional
procedures.

ALUMNI NEWS

Boston
RECEIVE INCOME FOR LIFE AND REDUCE
YOUR TAXES . . . INVEST IN

KENYON'S POOLED INCOME FUND
The Kenyori College Pooled Income Fund offers the following be
nefits:
• Lifetime income for you and your spouse, or beneficiary
• A charitable deduction from your current income tax
•
•
•
•

Professional asset management
Reduced estate and inheritance taxes
Reduced probate and administrative costs
Avoidance of capital gains tax liability on appreciated securities

or real estate
• A lasting memorial in your name to help educate young men and
women for years to come
To find out how an investment in Kenyon's Pooled Income Fund
(or another form of deferred gift) would work for you, write: Albert
C. Weidenbusch, Director of Trusts and Bequests, Kenyon College,
Gambier, Ohio 43022, or call collect (614) 427-3125.

Winter 1984

On the evening of Fri., Oct. 21, the Kenyon
Alumni Association of Boston held its annual
fall alumni event at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston. The gathering coincided with the
Museum exhibition entitled "A New World:
Masterpieces of American Painting, 1760-1910."
Featured in the exhibition were over 100 works
of art by such masters as Copley, Cole, Church,
Heade, Bingham, Harnett, Homer and Eakins.
The exhibition drew on the collections of 43
American museums and institutions and 15 pri
vate collectors, as well as the Louvre and the
Tate Gallery (London). It left Boston on Nov.
13 for a two month showing at the Corcoran
Gallery in Washington, D.C., to be followed
by a final run at the Grand Palais of the Louvre
next spring. An American exhibition of this
scope and magnitude had not been shown in
Europe previously. The Boston Association
was honored to have professor Eugene Dwyer
serve as tour guide. His knowledge of the paint
ings' histories, coupled with his wit and charm,
added immeasurably to everyone's enjoyment.
Also present from Gambier were alumni direc
tor Jeff Robinson '49, his wife Annie, A1
Weidenbusch (director of trusts and bequests)
and John Ryerson '72 (director of annual
funds). In all, close to 60 friends and guests
attended the event. The evening began with a
cocktail hour and a slide show set to music
featuring scenes at the College. The tour was
followed by more socializing, enhanced by a
delicious assortment of hors d'oeuvres. Everyone agreed the tour was wonderful, the food
terrific — and even the slide show was fun!
The Boston Association is looking forward to
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having more outings of this type in the fu
ture — a departure from traditional sit-down
dinners.
Pamoja Burrell '76
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Lindsay Pomeroy Jones '74, Pamoja Burrell '76
at the Boston party

Chicago
Sixty-five Kenyon alumni and friends from
the Chicago area gathered Nov. 11, at the
Como Inn, for the annual area banquet. Jeff
Robinson '49, his wife Annie and Rosemary
Williams '77 (Kenyon assistant alumni direc
tor) travelled from Gambier to attend the affair.
New public relations slides of the College were
shown and C harles Piano from Kenyon's
Foreign Language Dept. spoke on K.l.L.M.
(Kenyon's Intensive Language Method), pat
terned on the Rassias method at Dartmouth.
The evening's arrangements were made by
Raye Howells Koch '75. Michael Sawyer '79
presided.
Oliver Campeau '47
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Dayton

•

Houston

The Kenyon Alumni Association Dayton
chapter held its annual dinner at the Daytonian
Hilton, Oct. 7. A small but enthusiastic group
of alumni, friends, parents and guests were
joined by assistant director of alumni affairs
Rosemary Williams '77, director of trusts and
bequests A1 Weidenbusch and director of aca
demic computing/associate mathematics pro
fessor Bob Rennert. The Gambier contingent
updated those gathered about local alumni ad
missions activities, the growth of Kenyon's
computer facilities and recent computer appli
cations by both faculty and students. The Day
ton chapter made plans to promote attendance
at future local Kenyon-related events.
— Donna J. Bertolet '75

— Carl Mueller '73
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Enjoying the Dayton dinner - John Merritt '79,
Lillian and Arthur Lewis '30, Mrs. Rollin L.
Smith (parent), A1 Weidenbusch, Mr. Rollin L.
Smith (parent).

FL

%

A lively Houston group included Carl Mueller
'73, Walt VanSickle '50, Fran Mueller '75,
Kirsten Mahlman '82 and Jim Archer '81.

I

Indianapolis

r

Mike Sawyer '79 at the Chicago Alumni dinner.
Tim Foster '80, Ross Fraser, David McGue '78
and Dean Thomas Edwards at the Denver din
ner.

Connecticut
More than 35 alumni representing class
years 1945 through 1982, soon-to-be alumni
from the Class of 1984, parents and visitors
from the Hill, New York and Boston gathered
Nov. 18 at the Yale Graduate Cub for the Con
necticut Alumni Association annual meeting.
Associate history professor, Rov Wortman, was welcomed and enjoyed by all as fea
tured speaker. The new slide show was also
well-received. Unexpected were the calls from
alumni and parents alike who could not attend
but wanted to have an active part in the Associ
ation. Further, they did not want to be forgot
ten just because they could not attend the meet
ing.
This heralds good things to come for an
active Connecticut Association.
— Nancy Bolotin '78
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An attendance record was set for the Hous
ton Alumni Association when 28 alumni, fam
ily and friends ( a 34 percent response to the
invitations!) gathered for a Saturday afternoon
barbeque. Alumni Association president Carl
Mueller '73 attributed part of this success to
the casual atmosphere of the Matt Garner's Bar
beque (the oldest such establishment in Houston), site of the luncheon. Another drawing
card was main speaker Dean Tom Edwards.
The list of long-time alumni in attendance in
cluded Dr. and Mrs. John Cox '45, Walt Vansickle '50 (a regular), Dr. and Mrs. Peter Sulli
van '58. David Adams '58, who has done much
to further Kenyon's recruiting efforts in Hous
ton through his association with The St. John's
School, also attended with his wife. Another
featured speaker, Jim Archer '81, admissions
chairperson, informed the group of local re
cruitment efforts. The meeting was topped off
by the showing of an excellent "tear-jerker of
a slide show" and some eloquent comments
from Jeff Robinson '49.

Denver
Twenty-two alumni (over 30 percent of the
area alumni) attended the Nov. 5 annual meet
ing at Denver's Govnr's Park. Dean Thomas
Edwards brought the group up to date on Hill
happenings; Jeff Robinson '49 showed new
Kenyon slides; three area high school coun
selors gained further insight into "Life at Ken
yon." The scope of years represented encom
passed Tim '80 and Martelle '80 Foster (who
organized details for the dinner), to George
Greaves '23 and his wife Kathrvn, who con
cluded dinner by leading the group in some
rousing familiar Kenyon songs.
— Tim Foster '80

The Kenyon Alumni Association chapter
of Indianapolis held its annual dinner on Oct.
13, at the Indianapolis Athletic Club. Mark
Center '73, president, was unable to attend due
to a business commitment. In his stead, Murray
Clark '79 gave reports on both the status of
alumni in the central Indiana area and recruit
ing efforts in the local high schools. The group
was particularly pleased to meet Kenyon Pro
vost Jerry Irish, who spoke about liberal arts
at Kenyon and the College's adaptation to the
realities of modern employment. Another high
light was the new Kenyon slide show intro-

:

\V
r

John Jenkins '66 and Murray Clark '79 at the
Indianapolis dinner.
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duced by Jeff Robinson '49 (Kenyon alumni
director). Edgar Davis '53, Kenyon Board of
Trustees member, made his annual appearance
at the event as did John Jenkins '66 and his
wife Liz. Attending for the first time was Rich
Lauer '78.

Dean of Students Tom Edwards and hear him
speak of student life in the '80s and alumni
trends. Jeff Robinson '49 and his wife, Anne,
presented the new slide show of Kenyon's
beautiful campus. David Meyer'75, president,
introduced the local steering committee: Ste
phen Breen '79, first vice president; Kim Watkins '79, second vice president; Mary Brandeau
'75, alumni admissions chair; Richard Rubin
'62 career development chair. New faces to the
San Francisco Association are Ted Walch '63 ,
Ben Ciaccia '58, John Kirkpatrick '73, Jan
Ehrenwerth '69, John Hennessey '77, Chad '77
and Susan '78 Waite, Keith Fenton '75, Sid
Wanetick '74. We look forward to continued
strong support of 1984 alumni activities.
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J. Murray Clark '79

Kansas City
Roughly half of Kansas City area's 35 Ken
yon alumni gathered at the home of Bruce '72
and Liz Pendleton to partake of Kansas City's
finest barbeque and share some Gambier-inspired fellowship. Former Kansan Provost Jerry
Irish and Jeff '49 and Anne Robinson were our
guests of honor, bringing good news of a
healthy Kenyon. Viewing Kenyon's new slide
show quite effectively made us wish we were
back in Gambier. Alumni from the past decade
predominated at the event: Jim Kuhn '76,
Harry Goetchius "73, Nancy Beachy Overfelt '80,
Mark O'Connell '80, Greg Hakkio '74. The
evening was highlighted, however, by Bill
Hatcher's '33 account (via pictures and stories)
of his 50th Kenyon reunion. Kansas City rep
resentation at Kenyon grew with Lori Ander
son '87. Although Mrs. Anderson was unable
to join us, we were delighted to see Rev. and
Mrs. Harry Firth, parents of Mary Firth '86.
Kansas City alumni look forward to an ever
growing association and continue to spread the
word about Kenyon to uninformed west-ofthe-Mississippians!
Jim Kuhn '76

Jerome David Reese '53 and Peter P. Bersin
'71 at the Los Angeles Alumni dinner.

— David Meyer '75
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New York City
Amidst the artistic splendor of the National
Arts Club on Grommerly Park South, 73 New
York City alumni, parents and friends gathered
for dinner on Nov. 17. Kenyon guests included
Jeff and Annie Robinson '49 and history pro
fessor Roy Wortman. After a delicious dinner
of chicken marsala, Kenyon diners were shown
the latest slide show from Gambier and were
addressed by Roy Wortman. Suggestions profferred for the next gathering included a brunch
in the spring, a wine-tasting party and a circle
line cruise. The upcoming Kokosinger'sconcert
on Jan. 6th was also mentioned.
— Peter J. Bianchi '78

Otsego County, N.Y.
The annual meeting of the Otsego County,
N.Y. chapter of the Kenyon College Alumni
Association was held in late Oct. with the Ot
sego County Counselors' Association College
Fair. President Doug Mayer '65 happily re
ported 100 percent membership attendance.
After the meeting, members of the association
took turns talking to prospective students at
Kenyon's table. Representing Kenyon at the
College Fair were Doug Mayer '65 from
Oneota; Otto Rothermel '72 from Oneota; Jerry
Ellsworth '69 from Cooperstown. Chairman of
the event wasSteve Wuori '68of Cooperstown,
also present.
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Attending the San Francisco Alumni dinner:
Damon Kerby '71 and Ted Walch '63.

San Diego
A small but loyal group of Kenyon alumni
and friends gave up Halloween festivities and
the Chargers-Redskins game for the annual
dinner in San Diego. Lamar Hill '60 and his
wife traveled from Orange County to share the
evening with the San Diego alums. Regulars
Bob Hall '50, Pete Paisley '52 and Sam Lund
'79 were thoroughly entertained with tales of
Gambier 1983 from Dean Tom Edwards and
the Robinsons. We are looking forward to a
much more successful 1984 from the San Diego
section!
— Warren B. Diven '67
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Stephen B. Wuori '68
Bruce Pendleton '70, Jim Kuhn '76, Nancy
Overfelt '80, Bill Hatcher '33 and guest Rocky
Overfelt enjoy a Kansas City dinner.

Los Angeles
This year's Los Angeles alumni dinner,
held Nov. 1 at the Los Angeles Bonaventure
Hotel, was a resounding success. Over 60
alumni, friends and family attended the event
which featured a unique slide presentation of
Kenyon. We were honored to host Dean
Thomas Edwards from Gambier, who brought
us up to date on Gambier happenings. Associ
ation president, Peter Bersin '71, thanked
alumni for support during his tenure, and an
nounced he will step down as president.
— Peter I. Bersin '71
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Doug Mayer '65, Otto Rothermel '72, Jerry
Ellsworth '69, Steve Wuori '68.

San Francisco
San Francisco alumni turned out in record
numbers at the St. Francis Yacht Club to greet

Enjoying the San Diego dinner are Warren B.
Diven '67 and Robert R. Hall '50.

Seattle
The not-so-large but active Seattle Alumni
Association held its annual dinner Nov. 4, at
the Fishermen's Restaurant (managed by Tate
Egger '66). Thirty-two alumni and guests at
tended the function. The evening included a
presentation on the fiscal and physical wellbeing of the College by Dean Tom Edwards, a
slide show given by Jeff Robinson '49 (Kenyon
alumni director) and a lively discussion about
the new athletic conference, fund-raising ac
tivities, and related matters. Charles Schreiner

**3
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'49 highlighted the evening by leading the
gathering in a Kenyon songfest. Bill Schnall
'67 reported on student recruitment activities
in the Northwest and urged everyone to be
come involved in them. Each in attendance de
scribed his/her current activities and the Associ
ation concluded it is entirely self-sufficient and
protected from the world at large! Bill Schnall
and Ernie Norehad '57 can provide medical ser
vices; Jeff Spence '69, Bob Boruchowitz '70and
Ed Pettigrew '65 will assert the legal rights of
the Association. Tate Egger manages a superb
food dispensary and Mike Ulrey '67 can en
gineer the construction of any edifice. Charles
Maurer '68 will handle all psychological neces
sities. If all else fails. Bill Lokey '69, director
of Washington's Dept. of Emergt^ncy Services,
will lead the Association to safety in the event
Mount St. Helens erupts again!

of the St. Louis Symphony conducted by Maes
tro Leonard Slatkin, featuring violinist Nathan
Milstein, followed. A reception was held for
the conductor and violinist after the concert.
Kenyon attendees included: Mr. and Mrs.
Homer Sayad (parents of Gentry Sayad '86);
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Hetlage (parents of
Jim Hetlage '86); Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Goodspeed (parents of Barbara Goodspeed
'82), Major and Mrs. William F. Paraska '70;
Jamie Barth '74; Michelle Hoffman '74; Robert
Reich '76; Dan Johnson '82 and other friends.
More events of a similar nature are in the works
for the St. Louis group.

1
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— Edward W. Pettigrew '65
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Kevin Martin '75 and Nathan Milstein, vio
linist, at the St. Louis Alumni dinner.
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Attending the Seattle Alumni Association dinner: Pat Williams, guest, Mike Ulrey '67 and
Jim McCarter '74.

CLASS NOTES

St. Louis
I wenty-three St. Louis area friends, alum
ni, various Kenyon College staff and Provost
Jerry Irish gathered on Oct. 16 at Symphony
Hall (home of the St. Louis Symphony Or
chestra) for an evening of music and festivity.
Guests were greeted by Kevin J. Martin '75,
president of the Kenyon Alumni Association
St. Louis chapter and media director of the St.
Louis Symphony, and Anne C. Ludington '82,
chairperson of the St. Louis Kenyon Alumni
Admissions committee. Jeff Robinson '49 ad
dressed the group and presented the Kenyon
slide show; Jerry Irish spoke on "Kenyon Excel
lence in its 160th Year." An excellent concert

Jmm JL

Mr. George I. Zollinger
The University Club
1135 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 862-8800 (H)
(202) 659-8500 (B)

Louis D. Kilgore of Detroit reports he and his
brother Lester C. Kilgore of Sarasota, Fla. are
"both in our mid 80s—getting along o.k."

'25

Mr. Theodore C. Diller
115 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 3680
Chicago, Illinois 60603
(312) 443-0286 (H)
(312) 443-0700 (B)

Have you looked?
At the Commencement/Reunion mailing
At the Commencement/Reunion reservation form
to make your housing and meal reservations for the

Commencement/Reunion Weekend
May 18-20, 1984

Rescrxation deadline is April 12.
Give us a call at 614/427-4134 if you have not received your
commencement/reunion information and reservation form.
26

Ted Diller reports that Victoria Anne Douglas
Wells, daughter of Reginald D. Wells, was in
stalled as rector of Trinity Episcopal Church,
Weymouth, Mass., by the Bishop of Mas
sachusetts. Reg notes this is only the second
incident in which a woman was installed as
rector of a church in the Diocese of Mas
sachusetts.

'28

Mr. D. Morgan Smith
1209 Lake Shore Drive
Rockwall, Texas 75087
(214) 722-3194 (H)

D. Morgan Smith reports three legacies to the
Class of 1928, in Kenyon's freshman class:
Elizabeth Jenkins of Louisville is the grandaughter of Tom Jenkins; Gretchen McGowan
of Ashfield, Mass. is the grandaughter of Mary
and the late Stu McGowan; and Peter Carson
of Hartford, Conn, is grandson of Lou
Samotus. Morgan writes, "Those of you who
returned in 1978 will remember Peter's mother,
Sallie, who came back with Lou and helped
celebrate our fiftieth."

'29

Mr. Edward Southworth
4141 Williams Road, Route 1
Monroeville, Ohio 44847
(419) 465-2150 (H)

Edwin Murbach retired and now lives in Ad
rian, Mich., Devils Lake, Mich., Florida and
North Carolina.

'31

Mr. Thomas B. Greenslade
P.O. Box 569
Gambier, Ohio 43022
(614) 427-2775 (H)
(614) 427-2244 (B)

William Stackhouse enjoyed a brief visit with
William S. (Bill) Todd '29 at his home in
Montgomery, Ohio, recently while enroute
with his wife to Atlanta, Ga. "It was a real
pleasure. He looks well and seems very

happy."

'33

Dr. James W. Newcomer
1100 Elizabeth Boulevard
Fort Worth, Texas 76110
(817) 926-0636 (H)

William Hatcher writes his first year of retire
ment was very enjoyable and he had a great
time at the 50th Kenyon reunion in 1983. He
is also very busy with Kiwanis work and is the
new club building chairman for Kiwanis in Mis
souri and Arkansas. In July William rep
resented that Kiwanis district at the Interna
tional convention in Vienna, then led a group
of 26 people on a tour of Switzerland and Ger
many. James Newcomer lectured at the Heinz
Koeppler Institute on Sept. 13. His talk, "The
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg: The Personality
of Nationhood," is also the topic of his book,
"The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg: The Evolu
tion of Nationhood." James retired from his
position as vice chancellor emeritus at Texas
Christian University in June, 1982.

'34

50th Reunion
Mr. John B. Tritsch
547 Old Plantation Road
Jekvll Island, Georgia 31520
(912) 625-2731 (H)

KCAB

Rudolph Nunnemacher, former professor of
biology and department chairman at Clark
University, has been co-editor since 1973 of
the Bermuda Biological Station's publications,
"Newsletter." In June, 1983 Rudolph was
awarded the Distinguished Teaching Award
and in Aug., 1983 he assumed the position of
emeritus professor after 44 years of teaching at
Clark.
Mr. Robert P. Doepke
1228 Edwards Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208
(513) 321-5181 (H)

'36

John Walworth writes he is keeping busy on
VNA and Hospice Boards of Wisconsin Utility
Investors, Inc. and on Co-Founders Board. He
is also working with Service Corps of Retired
Executives (SCORE), sponsored by S.B.A., help
ing small businesses survive. "If you want to
stretch your brain, get into one of these has
sles." In Dec. John travelled to Cairo, Egypt
for Christmas with his older daughter and fam
ily. His younger daughter and her husband
were scuba diving in La Carib., Barbados. "Be
tween times, Grampa's on a yo-yo—and writ
ing for environmental societies." Bill Veeck,
"sports entrepreneur extraordinaire," recently
spoke at a planning session for some 250Chicago
area businessmen, hosted byl.B.M. Pete Travis
'61 reports Bill was a "superb speaker."

'37

Mr. Edmund P. Dandridge
4316 Galax Drive
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612
(919) 787-2703 (H)
(919) 787-2703 (B)

Carl Crumrine retired nearly three years ago
from Pullman, Inc. where he was senior vice
president of the Trailmobile Division. He is liv
ing on a farm in Elizabeth, 111., managed by his
son whom he helps except for three winter
months spent at South Padre Island, Tex. Lawr
ence A. Seymour, interested in old clocks all
his life, recently specialized in French clocks.
He was made Fellow of the National Associa
tion of Watch and Clock Collectors as a result
of his research and his article published on a
particular French clock. He translated a classic
French book on this clock into English and it
is due to be published in early 1985. While a
student at Kenyon, Lawrence earned spending
money cleaning and repairing clocks including
the astronomical clock in the Ascension Hall
observatory and a carriage clock for President
Peirce's mother-in-law.

'38

Mr. Jay C. Ehle
4 Hidden Valley Drive
Rocky River, Ohio 44116
(216) 333-0333 (H)
(216) 621-4300 (B)

Brothers Bob '37 and Dick '32 Tuttle along with
brothers Fritz and Bob '36 were guests of Frank
Ditmars' on Nantucket Island for his annual
house party. All were joined by their wives.
Missing were Rich Tuttle '63 and Ron Ditmars
'70.

'42

thusiastically support our new class agent, Jim
Logan, and wish him success. We also thank
Byers Shaw for his dedication and work as
former class agent."

'45

A. Hal Stoddard writes, "With the aid of a
private investigator I located my 1943 room
mate in Delta Phi—Charles Richard Shundledecker. His name is now Dick Decker. He is
a Ph.D. in public administration and lives in
Anchorage, Alaska." Robert Knapp retired
from active medical practice and is now corpo
rate medical director of Medical 21 Corp., in
effect beginning a new career. He writes he has
been married 37 years and has three children
and four grandchildren. He and his wife divide
their time between their homes in Wichita and
Carefree, Ar. "Seems as if my experiences at
Kenyon were only yesterday. Time really flies
when you're having fun!"

'46

Bob Coxey writes, "We, the Class of '42, en-
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Mr. Judson F. Chase
4101 Arlington
Midland, Michigan 48640
(517) 631-0363 (H)
(517) 636-3245 (B)

Dr. Roger Sherman joined the faculty at Emory
University School of Medicine as professor of
surgery and surgeon in chief of the Grady
Memorial Hospital, Atlanta, Ga.

'48

Mr. David Harbison
640 Dartmoor
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48013
(313) 665-6291 (H)
(313) 995-3015 (B)

Thomas Spellerberg was elected to the Tiffin
Municipal Court for a six year term starting
Jan. 1, 1984. He was previously Seneca Pro
secuting Attorney for 23 years. Henry J. Ab
raham, an authority on the U.S. Supreme Court
and the Consitution, was presented the Thomas
Jefferson Award, the University of Virginia's
highest honor, at the school's Fall Convocation.
Henry is the James Hart Professor of Govern
ment and Foreign Affairs. The Thomas Jeffer
son Award is presented annually to an out
standing member of the university community.

'50

Mr. Louis S. Whitaker
Principio Recess, R.D. #1
Box 338
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
(304) 277-2174 (H)
(304) 232-3344 (B)

Walter Vansickle recently attended his 40th
high school reunion in Salem, Ohio. "I received
the award for changing the least physically in
forty years!" Walt is currently a loan officer
with Falcon Mortgage Corporation.
/

Mr. James D. Logan
1207 Evergreen Road
Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067
(215) 295-9545 (H)
(215) 787-6545 (B)

Mr. Edward S. Shorkey
28 Southwood Drive
New Canaan, Connecticut 06840
(203) 966-1408 (H)
(617) 444-4900 (B)
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Mr. Peter Paisley
2126 Willowspring Court
Encinitas, California 92024
(619) 436-5217 (H)
(714) 756-3781 (B)

challenging as well as personally rewarding.
Working in government develops a high toler
ance for frustration and ambiguity." Peter's
daughter, Bristol, graduates from Smith Col
lege this year. His son "who broke his father's
heart by turning down a Kenyon acceptance,"
is at Colby. Peter's youngest daughter, Kelsey,
is a freshman at Choate. Van Dyne McCutcheon returned from Egypt and is now on the
staff of a Presidential Task Force on Interna
tional Private Enterprise. In May, 1983,1. Willard Abrahams was visiting professor of opthamology from Yale to Hunan Medical College
in the People's Republic of China. He taught
eye microsurgery and uveitis and started an
ongoing study of types and causes of uveitis
in China. While in China, he lectured at the
Medical College of Peking. Bruce Willitts re
cently was elected director of Wachovia Bank
and Trust Co., Laurinburg, N.C. He is affiliated
with the Laurinburg Surgical Clinic and serves
as chief of staff at Scotland Memorial Hospital,
Laurinburg,. He announces the engagement of
his daughter, Kim Willitts '81 to Walter M.
Cabot '80.

'54

30th Reunion
Mr. Richard R. Tyron, Jr.
#2 Morain Court
Champaign, Illinois 61820
(217) 352-1919

Stuart H. Cole and his wife, Pam, are now in
their 10th year at ASIJ. "Obviously, we enjoy
the school, Japan and Asia, so we have no cur
rent plans to leave. We're both busy and
happy " Their three children are attending uni
versity and working—two in Los Angeles and
one in Tokyo. This summer Stuart plans to re
turn to Gambier for the first time since gradu
ation. Chairman Richard R. Tryon and his
wife, Anne, were recently recognized for con
tributing the six-story headquarters building of
the National Academy of Arts, known as the
Colwell Center, to the Academy. The gift recog
nized the successful renewal and ongoing prog
ram of the National Academy, the nation's
most prestigious secondary private school spe
cializing in the training of youngsters destined
for professional careers in ballet and music.
Over 500 students use the facilities each year,
including as many as 100 boarding students
who live in the Colwell Center. Eugene M.
Pugatch is married to Vera Pugatch. They have
one son, Gilles, age nine. They live in Montclair, M.J. where Eugene works in a private
practice of neurology. He is very much in
volved with legal medicine, teaching medicine
to lawyers, acting as expert witness in civil and
criminal trials and publishing some poems
"here and there." He has also conducted re
search in the area of thrombosis. Robert O.
Forsyth writes he was "recently named 'tennis
professional of the year' (teaching) by the pub
lication of which I am senior editor and sole
owner. I am single (divorced), reasonably weal
thy (without being tacky), have a bionic right
eye (owing to being smushed by errant tennis
balls once too often)." He recently had playing
dates in Nantucket and Hilton Head, S.C., and
wonders why he ever took seven years of Latin!

'56

Peter Voss writes, "My new position as gover
nor of the United States Postal Service has been

M

Mr. Robert W. Rowe
2450 Shadyview Lane
Plymouth, Minnesota
(612) 473-3445 (H)
(612) 540-2041 (B)
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Phil Currier was named vice president of Con
solidated Foods Corporation. He was formerly
president of Hanes Hosiery and will now have
responsibility for Hanes Hosiery, Hanes Knit
wear and Hanes Printables. Phil joined Hanes
in January 1972.
'C ^7
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Mr. Richard E. Thompson
565 Hawthorne Lane
Winnetka, Illinois 60093
(312) 446-7975 (H)
(312) 256-5028 (B)

Vernon Woodward has been working since
January as director of development for Cam
bridge Forum, a non-profit producer and dis
tributor of public affairs programs to public
radio and television stations across the conti
nent, with special emphasis on programming
that addresses the threat of nuclear war.

'58

Mr. Robert S. Price
1034 West Upsal Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119
(215) 848-0995 (H)
(215) 893-4373 (B)

Ben Ciaccia, recently featured in a "Corporate
Director" interview entitled, "Worker's Input
Essential to Successful Company Operation,"
is vice president and general manager of Infor
mation Systems International in Palo Alto,
Calif. He is also president of 1.M.I. Health Sys
tems Corp. of New Orleans, a wholly owned
subsidiary.

'59

25th Reunion
Mr. Ware Smith
238 Cumberland St.
Brooklyn, NY 11205
(212) 624-6946

Lawrence R. Los urges, "Let's all get back for
our 25th—our only 25th at Kenyon!" He also
wonders if there are any Kenyon alumni in
Santa Monica, Calif, except himself, and writes
he would enjoy seeing all Sigma Pi class of 1959
graduates. Max Bermann practices diagnostic
radiology at a community hospital near Boston.
To keep active, he plays soccer on an "over-thehill" team. "Some of us are over the hill but it
keeps us young and bruised!"Stephen Wachtel
writes that his book, H-Y Antigen and the Biol-

ogy of Sex Determination, was published this
year by Grune and Stratton, New York. "And
speaking of sex, Todd Wachtel, my son, en
tered Kenyon in September!"

'60

Mr. Wilson K. Roane
2006 North Point Street
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901
(414) 233-5316 (H)
(414) 424-4200 (B)

Norman W. Arnos recently joined Hyde Park
Bank & Trust Co., Chicago as executive vice
president. He will act as senior lending officer
at Lakeside Bank, Chicago. Bard C. Robert
writes he is "alive and well and practicing psy
chiatry in Fremont, Calif." Robert G. Heasley
was promoted recently to production superin
tendent at the Nicholasville plant of Gulf States
Paper Corp., where he has worked since 1972.
The Reverend David O. McCoy recently be
came editor of the quarterly journal, "Plumbline," the national journal of the Episcopal So
ciety for Ministry in Higher Education. His son,
Stephen, is now a freshman at Kenyon.

'61

Mr. Patterson H. Travis
1515 Gone Away Court
Wheaton, Illinois 60187
(312) 665-6645 (H)
(312) 355-8000 (B)

R.H. Hodgson, Jr. and his wife Sue announce
the birth of Daniel Clayton Patrick Hodgson
on Easter Sunday morning. He writes, "The
Far East is an exciting part of the world and 1
.mi enjoying my assignment (with Coca-Cola
Far East Ltd.) immensely. I travel from Korea
to the north to Taiwan, the Philippines, Singa
pore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and other
assorted points and very much enjoy both the
people and the cultures of these countries."
John Richard Symons, recently retired from
the United States Air Force, is now residing in
Chevy Chase, Md. John accepted a position as
research fellow with Logistics Management In
stitute in Washington, D.C. After 20 great years
with the U.S.A.F., including five overseas as
signments, John reports he and Susan are look
ing forward to raising the kids and pursuing
"second" careers in one of the world's great
cities. David Weld recently assumed added re
sponsibilities as director of development for the

Nature Conservancy in New York in addition
to his position as executive director of the
Lower Hudson Chapter of the Nature Conser
vancy. David's wife is now curate at St. Matth
ews Episcopal Church in Bedford, N.Y. Son
David, Jr. (20) is a junior at Dartmouth. Chris
(18) is a freshman at Skidmore and Ashley (13)
is an eighth grader at Rippowam-Cisqua School
in New York City.

'62

Mr. Bill Russell
3N939 Wild Rose
Saint Charles, Illinois 60174
(312) 377-2464 (H)
(312) 727-8908 (B)

John Cunningham's work was displayed at the
R. H. Love Gallery in Chicago from Oct. 29 Dec. 17, 1983.

'63

Mr. David A. Golnik
6809 Mavfield Road, Suite 850
Mavfield Heights, Ohio 44124
(216) 473-2563 (H)
(216) 473-6220 (B)

Les Alford moved from Miami to Las Vegas
where he is currently chief of academics at the
United States Air Force Fighter Weapons School
at Nellis Air Force Base. He writes, "One of
my dubious responsibilities is overseeing pro
duction of the Fighter Weapons Review, which
is more or less the trade journal of tactical av
iation." Robert H. Scott, Jr. recently joined the
Joplin, Miss, firm of Roberts, Fleischaker and
Scott as a partner. He was formerly operating
vice president and senior counsel to Federated
Department Stores, Inc.

'64

20th Reunion
Mr. George S. McElroy, Jr.
105 Preston Road
Bexley, Ohio 43209
(614) 252-0018 (H)
(614) 461-8240 (B)

Edward Ordman married Eunice Breckenridge
Stetson on July 3, in New London, N.H. In
August the Ordmans moved to 4045 Graham
Oaks Court, Memphis, Tenn. 38122. Ed is now
assoicate professor of mathematical sciences
(computer science) and Eunice is assistant pro
fessor of computer science at Memphis State
University.

'tis the good reader that makes the good book

«).

»

Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Success"
Please enter my subscription to The Kenyon Review.
• 1 year $15
• Payment enclosed
• 3 years $39
• Bill mc later
Allow 6 to 8 weeks to process; add $5 per year for postage outside U.S.

The

Name

Address
City

State

ZIP
k< NH

Mail to The Kenyon Review, Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio 43022

28

Kenyon
Review

SSfpS
Wi

R
KCAB

/

65

The Reverend WilliamS. Hamilton
6316 Iris Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45213
(513) 531-2211 (H)
(513) 241-0303 (B)

Mike Glogower moved to Fort Myers, Fla.,
where he specializes in real estate investment
and exchange. He recently was appointed mod
erator of The Academy Network, a national
real estate marketing group. He is also mod
erator for the Florida Real Estate Exchangers.
Mike asks fellow alumrvi passing through Fort
Myers to call him at (813) 334-0177 or (813) 9952038. Bill Hamilton recently represented Ken
yon at the installation of Northern Kentucky
University's new president, Leon E. Boothe.
Paul F. Crawley and family have been in the
Phoenix, Ariz, area for over five years. His wife,
Lorraine, finished her degree in computer in
formation systems this fall at A.S.U. Paul
writes, "Our three boys have grown fast in the
desert sun; Kevin is now 15, Sean is 12 and
J.T. is 9. All are well and enjoy the Arizona
lifestyle. Paul recently was named manager of
nuclear fuel management for Arizona Public
Service Co. He will put together a new depart
ment to provide commercial and technical fuel
management support for the three Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station, located west of
Phoenix, and is excited by the challenge. The
Crawleys had a visit from Art Kronenberg since
moving to Phoenix. They would enjoy hearing
from other alumni. John Gable travels and lec
tures extensively for the Theodore Roosevelt
Association, as its executive director. In 1983
John spoke in Denver, Chicago, Washington
and Indianapolis. He recently wrote the
foreword to American Bears, a collection of
Roosevelt's writing published by the Colorado
Associated University Press.

/

66

Mr. Denis B. Pierce
Pierce and Associates
116 S. Michigan, Suite 1500
Chicago, Illinois 60603
(312) 866-9864 (H)
(312) 346-9088 (B)

Jeff Way exhibited his work on Oct. 10 at Al
legheny College and Nov. 3 at the Neuberger
Museum, SUNY at Purchase. Denis Pierce had
a busy summer. He dissolved a partnership of
six years, restaffed his firm and visited Eric
Busch, David Campbell and Richard Levey
'68, at Glen Lake, Mich. All are doing well: Eric
is corporate counsel with Blue Cross in Port
land, Ore.; Dave is a family counselor in Lon
don; Richard is assistant to the administrator
for Detroit Public Schools. John Kirk writes,
"After a few years of teaching math in the
Cleveland Public Schools, I went to work for
the Astrup Co., a converter and distributor of
industial textiles. That was 13 years ago. In
June I was elected president of Astrup. Since
graduation from Kenyon, I earned an M.B.A.
from Case-Western Reserve and married a
teacher, Karen. We have two children—Elisa,
13 and Brian, 10." On Sept. 19, Illinois Gov.
James R. Thompson appointed Carl Mankowitz acting director of the Illinois depart
ment of public aid, an agency that spends $26
billion per year on income and medical assist
ance for the needy. Gary Friedlaender was
nominated president of the American Associa
tion of Tissue Banks, from 1983-85 and presi-
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dent of the American Council on Transplanta
tion, from 1983-84.

/

67

Dr. Lee P. Van Voris
Hamot Medical Center
104 East Second Street, Third
Floor
Erie, Pennsylvania 16507
(814) 456-4754 (H)
(814) 455-6711 (B)

Richard F. Dye was recently named assistant
professor of economics at Lake Forest College.
He previously was assistant professor of eco
nomics at Bowdoin College. This past summer,
Allan Kohrman received a Summer Seminar
for College Teachers grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities. He studied
"Religion and Cultural Change in American
History" with Professor William Hutchinson at
Harvard University. Stephen Carmichael re
cently was elected to the staff of the Mayo
Clinic.

/
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Mr. Howard B. Edelstein
Superior Building, Suite 900
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
(216) 464-5693 (H)
(216) 781-0303 (B)

Timothy Holder married Sue Smelser, Nov.
26, in San Diego. Sue works as a missionary
volunteer for KICY radio station and the Evan
gelical Covenant Church in Nome, Alaska.
Timothy works as a planner for the city of
Nome. He writes, "Keeping track of oil explo
ration in the outer continental shelf of the Bering Sea and its impacts on Nome, has provided
an interesting twist to my planning career."
Raymond Pfeiffer and his family spent the first
half of 1983 in Oxford, England. Ray was on
sabbatical, writing several papers on social
philosophy and normative ethics, while the
family enjoyed English culture.

'69

15th Reunion
Mr. Brackett B. Denniston III
20 Old Seabury Point Lane
Duxbury, Massachusetts 02332
(617) 934-2801 (H)
(617) 223-3489 (B)

Jack Fallat married Christine Nettle on July 30,
in Tacoma, Wash., where they now live. Harry
W. Soul, senior actuarial associate with Pru
dential Reinsurance Co., Newark, N.J. was dis
tinguished as a fellow in the Casualty Actuarial
Society, at the Society's annual meeting, Nov.
6-8, in Toronto, Canada. The Fellow designa
tion, the highest award granted by the Society,
can only be achieved through successful com
pletion of ten comprehensive insurance exami
nations. John Pittman exhibited his work from
Nov. 26 - Dec. 30 at Roger Ramsay Gallery in
Chicago. Russell McDowell represented Ken
yon on Nov. 21 at the installation of St. Rose's
new president, Louis C. Vaccaro.

/

70

Mr. Richard J. Brean
5700 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 4-B
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232
(412) 362-4951 (H)
(412) 562-2542 (B)

Jim Park is still a real estate lawyer with Hol
land and Knight in Lakeland, Fla. Since July
he has been commuting several days a week

to their new Orlando office. The firm now has
eight offices in Fla. and a ninth in Washington,
D.C. Robert C. Boruchowitz completed five
years as director of the Seattle Public Defen
der's office. He attended the third annual Seat
tle Regional Alumni Association dinner, and
asks, "Can you believe over a quarter of the
Seattle Kenyon population were on hand to
greet Dean Tom Edwards!" John Keith Morrell
was appointed Director of Program for the Dio
cese of Nova Scotia. He is a naturalized Cana
dian, and he and his wife Kathleen Marie Creelman have three children, ages 1, 3, and 5. John
attended the American University of Beirut and
the Near East School of Theology in Beirut,
Lebanon, and graduated with an M.A. in Re
ligious Studies from McGill Univ. in Montreal.
David Thorns is a partner with the Detroit law
firm of Rockwell and Katz, P.C. and is involved
as president of French Festival of Detroit Inc.,
Detroit Salvation Army Advisory Board and
other charitable boards. His wife Susan has an
opthalmology practice with offices in Detroit
and Birmingham, Mich. Gustav Hindenlang
IV was recently promoted Shodan, Matsubayashi-Ryu Karate-Do. Ron Ditmars and
his wife Nancy recently returned to the U.S.
after spending a year in Palestine at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, where they were en
rolled in Old Testament-related courses. They
are now seeking ordination in the Presbyterian
Church as a "clergy couple." Stephen Springer
Davis exhibited his work from Sept. 22 - Nov.
8 at Roger Ramsay Gallery in Chicago.

'71

Mr. Jeffrey A. Oppenheim
320 E. 57th Street, Apt. 8-C
New York, New York 10022
(212) 752-5652 (H)
(212) 575-5800 (B)

After graduation, Peter B. Eldridge taught at
Vincent Smith through 1977. He attended St.
John's University School of Law, night division
between 1975 and 1978. He practiced law on
Long Island until 1982, and this year joined
Kramer Levin Nessen Kamin and Frankel as
an associate. Their offices are at 919 Third Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10022. Michael W. Rosenberg
and his wife are pleased to announce the birth
of their second child, Sam Joseph, on Sept. 23.
Michael began his third year in Ft. Myers, Fla.,
practicing vascular and general surgery. Robert
S. Tomsick joined the staff of the Ochsner
Clinic in New Orleans in the department of
dermatology. He received his M.D. from the
Univ. of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, did his
residency in dermatology there, and has been
a member of the faculty since 1980. His training
also includes a year of internal medicine at the
Mayo Clinic and a fellowship in chemosurgery
and cutaneous oncology at the University of
Miami.
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Mr. Perry R. Thompson
110 N. York Street, Suite 201
Elmhurst, Illinois 60126
(312) 833-2231
(312) 530-0135

Preston Lentz writes from Hawaii, "Mary Ann,
Chris (1V4), Elizabeth (9), Zander (6) and I are
thriving. The thought of year-round golf keeps
me going. To my classmates: Don't forget your
stockbroker at Christmas and all other impor
tant occasions." On June 4, John Harr and Ann
Breen were married in Maplewood, N.J. Bob
V)
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Grant '73 and his wife Marie, Carl Armstrong
'71 and his wife Barb, Flip Segur '71, and John
Arnold '73 were on hand to celebrate. John and
Ann reside in Vadnais Heights, Minn., where
they work for 3M Surgical Products and Red
Barron Advertising. John says, "A warm wel
come is extended to all visiting or just passing
through our frozen tundra." Drew and Barb
Cannon are the proud parents of an adopted
son, Wylie Daniel Cannon, born May 17 The
Heath Guide to Literature, most recent book
by David Bergman and Daniel Mark Epstein
'70 was published in Jan. Ronald Callison and
his wife Kim announce the birth of their son,
Andrew Ryan on July 22.

'73

Mr. Edward J. Meyer
138 Walton Drive
Snyder, New York 14226
(716) 839-5019

John M. Himmei writes, "Got married!" (...?)
Mel Often planned a backpacking trip to the
Everglades for January and sought former
members of the Kenyon Outing Club looking
for a midwinter diversion. John G. Stoner
joined the staff at Gettysburg Hospital in Pa.,
with consulting staff privileges. He will serve
in the department of dermatology. Prior to this
appointment, he served an internship at Mt.
Sinai Hospital in Cleveland and a dermatology
residency at the Univ. of Michigan.

'74

10th Reunion
Mr. Bill Kozy
165 Conestoga Trail
Sparta, New Jersey 07871
(201) 729-6711 (H)
(201) 777-2789 (B)

Greg and Katherine D. Widin enjoy being back
in Minnesota. Greg is a psychoacoustician for
3M and Katherine is a plant pathologist and
owner of Plant Health Assoc., a plant insect
and disease consulting firm. They will move to
a rural home where Katherine can grow as
many plants as she wants! K. Clarke I. Fahnenbruck practices law in the firm of Gumble,
Fahnenbruck and Eisenberg. He enjoys his
view of magnificent sunsets from his office on
the 27th floor in downtown Columbus, but says
he's "hoping to see less of them by leaving the
office a little earlier in the future." Wilder Gutteson writes, "While running to auditions between waiting on tables and teaching word pro
cessing, I am finally able to pay my rent with
my acting—at least temporarily. My feature Bmovie Carried Away is coming out soon (I play
a psychopath/priest), and I have a tiny part in
MGM's The Pope of Greenwich Village." De
nnis R. Pannullo is "institutionalized" as a
physician working for a large metropolitan
HMO with Medical West, in Chicopee, Mass.,
"home of the world's largest kielbasa." He also
adds, "I'm still trying to get that zircon to
Aleppo, gleaming jeweled city of desert, now
in the hands of the infidel but it will fall within
the week. Is anyone else? Any tips? Please
write! I'm serious about that zircon; that cryptic
grafitti on the Peirce ride board in the early 70's
has been the moving force in my life and
metaphorically is the obsession and shattered
delusion of my generation." Tyree G. Wilburn
was promoted to vice president of development
for Humana Inc., the Louisville-based hospital
company that owns and operates 89 hospitals
in 23 states, London and Geneva. Michael D.
Mann and his wife Robin announce the birth
of their son, Nick in Nov., 1982. Rev. Thomas

Prichard and wife Louise '75 adopted a 5month old Korean boy in April 1983. They
trained in North Carolina during the summer
of '83 for work with the South American Mis
sionary Society and depart for Latin America
in April, 1984. Their address will be: c/o SAMS,
P.O. Box 276, Union Mills, NC 28167.

Mr. Stuart S. Wegener
5435 South Kenwood Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60615
(312) 643-6642 (H)
Kevin Martin was appointed to the position of
Media Director of the St. Louis Symphony So
ciety. His responsibilities include local and na
tional press relations for the orchestra as well
as coordination of media with guest artists and
conductors. Kevin has a regular music column
in The Riverfront Times; is the St. Louis corres
pondent to Downbeat, a national jazz publica
tion; is a guest host on Sound Waves, a St.
Louis cable television program; and is a writer
for the national music trade weekly, Performance. Over the last three years he interviewed
such jazz luminaries as Dizzy Gillespie, Pat
Metheny and Hamiett Bluiett of the World
Saxaphone Quartet. Leslie A. Rodnan will
finish her second year of a fellowship in Med
ical Genetics at Harbor/UCLA Medical Center
in Torrance, Calif. She plans to move to Wash
ington, D.C. in the summer of'84. Dr. Leonard
Felder spoke at Kenvon on Dec. 1 and 2 about
breaking into the writing field, and about his
second book, Making Peace With Your Parents,
which received favorable reviews. His first
book, Learning to Love Forever, was published
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in 1982 by Macmillan. Dr. Felder is a
psychologist in Santa Monica, Calif. Besides
the two books, he has written for public televi
sion and has published articles in many maga
zines, including Glamour, Success, Weight
Watchers, Publishers Weekly, New Woman,
and Forbes. Kim '76 and Alice Straus bought
and renovated an 1880's house in Gambier.
Friends visiting Kenyon are invited to come
help with the housework. At a party in
Washington, D.C., they recently saw Spinner
'68 and Linda Dickman Findlay and Mark Fox
'76. Paul A. Silver writes, "Much to the relief
of Shelly, Ari and Sarah, I finally finished my
residency and was given appointments in psy
chiatry and neurology at Hahvemann." Hawley Todd Jr. lives in Cincinnati and works on
his family's Standard Breed horse farm. He is
also still working on becoming an Episcopal
Priest. Karen Mesberg married Scott Michael
Univer '73 on July 31 in Sagaponack, N.Y.
Karen teaches in New York City. Scott grad
uated from New York University School of
Law, and is an attorney with Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, Palmer and Wood. Joan Hope
Baldwin married Geoffrey L. Rossano on Aug.
21 at the chapel of the Salisbury (Conn.)School,
where Geoffrey teaches history and invest
ment. Joan will use her name professionally,
as director of Raynham Hall, a historic house
museum in Oyster Bay, Long Island. Leslie
Tobias married Peter B. Olsen on Oct. 1 in
Pittsburgh. Among those in attendance were
Natalie Schroeder Good, Betsy Friedberg,
Chris Baker Searles '76 and Diane Ewart
Grabowski '76. Leslie and Peter live in Provi
dence, R..I. Betsy Friedberg and her husband
Drew McCoy moved to Cambridge, Mass. Betsy
works for publications and public relations in
the office of external affairs at Harvard's Ken
nedy School of Government. Steven Schaufele
married Elaine Collins Sharp on Feb. 12 in
Champaign, 111. Steven says it was a beautiful
sunny day. Tim Carson '74 was best man, and
Peter and Catherine '74 Carroll were also in
attendance. Steven just entered the graduate
program in linguistics at the Univ. of Illinois.
He was elected to a South Asian Studies Fellow
ship. Elaine majors in anthropology. "Looks
like we're turning into a real social sciences
family!" he says. Deborah Baldwin Fall and
her husband Jerry are pleased to announce the
birth of their son, Nicholas Joseph Fall, born
Aug. 4. She is presently on a six month mater
nity leave from Morgan Guaranty and is trying
hard to learn how to become a good mother,
but, she says, "it involves a lot more than I
ever realized." The couple has bought a house
in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.

'16

Mr. Steven J. Alex
G.R. Osterland
2410 Scranton Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
(216) 221-6561 (H)
(216) 241-2215 (B)

Susan Smith joined the staff of Clermont Mercy
Hospital in Cincinnati on Sept. 1, as the hospi
tal's first staff attorney. She was previously a
partner in the law firm Nichols, Speidel and
Nichols in Batavia, Ohio. At Clermont Mercy,
she will monitor incident reports and handle
medical-legal issues, policy statements, con
tracts, leases, bylaws and other legal docu
ments. Gerald T. Izzo recently was named to
the history department at Wyoming Seminary
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College Preparatory School in Pa. He will teach
U.S. and European history, as well as serve as
an assistant football coach and faculty resident
in Carpenter Hall on campus. Alexander Podmaniczky is a trustee of the Millbrook School,
and is president of its alumni executive commit
tee. He works as an account executive for
Dancer Fitzgerald Sample, Inc. Marguerite
Fishman attends Mills College, in Oakland,
Calif, to earn her M.F.A. in modern dance.
After four years of medical school in Cincinnati
and three years of residency training in Colum
bus, Christine E. Henry enjoys the practice of
internal medicine in Wilmington, Ohio, with
her husband, Dr. Bruce Staley. Bill Wilson will
finish his residency in general surgery in Bur
lington, Vt Rabbi Charles P. Rabinowitz was
selected as one of the participants in a ground
breaking program called Rabbinical Bereave
ment Counseling. The program is sponsored
jointly by the Federation and the New York
Board of Rabbis. By the middle of December,
he will obtain a certificate as Bereavement
Counselor. Emma L. Churchill married Porter
Hoagland HI on October 8, and now lives on
Cape Cod. Barb Aleksa was a bridesmaid, and
the following Kenyon alumni attended the
wedding: Kathy Weise, Diane Ewart Grabowski, and Jere Lamp. Katy Stewart and Dave
Culp '75 expect their first child in February.
Katy works as a computer programmer for the
Library of Congress, and Dave is employed as
a senior tax specialist at Peat, Marwick, Mitchell
and Co.'s national tax office. Their bowling
team, Texas Radio, recently moved out of last
place in an Alexandria league. Kenyon art
graduate Chris Myers works for Fine Arts Ex
press of Boston, one of the few museum-mov
ing companies in the world. The company
moved collections for the Peabody Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard and the
Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, moves national
art treasures in and out of the White House,
and moves Gilbert Stuart's portraits of George
and Martha Washington from the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts to the National Gallery
in Washington or vice-versa, depending on
whose turn it is to hang them. The company,
formed in 1977, designs its own packing mate
rials and art-moving vans. Besides his job with
FAE, Chris is a specialist in prints and drawings
and also makes guitars and carves abalone
shells. William Schoch and his wife Kristy an
nounce the birth of William Alexander on Sept.
17, 1983.

'11

Ms. Nina P. Freedman
25 Central Park West
New York, New York 10023
(212) 489-6069 (H)
(212) 280-8295 (B)

Nina Freedman recently moved into a job with
children, as a social worker at Columbia Uni
versity Law School in a child advocacy clinic
representing children in family court proceed
ings Rabbi Steven Lebow was inducted as as
sistant rabbi of Temple Sinai in New Orleans
in September. Frederick G. Tiffany writes, I
am in the (seemingly endless) dissertation stage
of my work toward a Ph.D. in economics at
the Univ. of Pennsylvania. Three days of the
week I travel to Ursinus College, in the
Philadelphia suburbs, where I teach part time.
I see John Powell once a week, when he beats
me at tennis. He is in his third year of medical
school at Penn., where he is in the process of
becoming a psychiatrist." Mary L. Fusi lives in

Pittsburgh with her husband, who is doing his
residency in surgery at West Penn. Hospital.
She works part time as an RN in I.C.U. at West
Penn and takes care of their "wonderful new
son," Luca David Fusi, born Aug. 16. All vis
itors are welcome! The following note came
from Calif.: "After years of degenerate living,
Don Taber returned to school asan engineering
student at San Diego State University. Susan
Minnicks is likewise making a last gasp effort
towards respectability and financial indepen
dence by taking a paralegal course at the Univ.
of San Diego." Susan L. Kmiecik and Rebecca
Byam visited Karen (Handel) and Jeff Walker
and their children, Ericand Katie, in Lexington,
Mass., this past summer. Susan Woog Wagner
and her husband Steve live happily in
Westchester, N Y. and expect a baby in April.
They would love to hear from '77 friends in the
area Denese O. Romano proudly announces
the birth of her first child, Jacqueline Anne, on
June 1 (her Kenyon roommate, Karen McCormick's, birthday). Holly Macisaac Brownsell
'78 is the godmother. Denese is the television
buyer for Macy's in New York, and her hus
band Sal owns restaurants on Long Island.
Three weeks before Jacqueline's birth, she was
a bridesmaid when Amy Mittleman married
Michael Hunter. Amy and Michael now live in
Boston. Katherine Bingley is engaged to
Timothy P. DeCoster of Arlington, Va. She
works as legislative assistant to Sen. William
S. Cohen of Maine; her fiance is legislative di
rector for Rep. Harold L. Volkmer of Missouri.
The couple plans a May wedding. Margaret
Herrity married Michael Congdon of Brooklyn
heights. She will retain her name. Margaret is
on the staff of the Laban-Bartenieff Institute of
Movement Studies for the Dance in Manhattan
and is a dance instructor at the Brooklyn
Friends School. Her husband is vice president
of Don Congdon Assoc., a literary agency
headed by his father. Thomas Bullitt married
Ann Bachelder in Boston on Sept. 24. He is an
assistant vice president of the First National
Bank of Boston; she is a social worker at
Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston.
Anne H. Poor and her husband Miles an
nounce the birth of a son, Taylor Alexander
Poor, on June 2. Says Anne, "We are very
happy and typical loving parents. Miles started
in private practice and I am being a 'stay at
home' mother." Dave Jamieson and his wife
Sue announce the birth of their second son,
born Nov. 16th. Mera Kohler writes "Linda
Sofman Bullock and Tom Bullock '74 finally
made it to the Michigan northwoods this sum
mer with progeny (Emily) in tow, to visit Peter
and me on our vacation. Still getting up at 4:45
a.m. for work daily. Gone are the days when
an 8:00 class seemed dreadful." Philip Pierce,
wife Linda '76 and Ross transferred to the Garden State where Philip assumed respon
sibilities as group pension account executive
for corporate pension funds. "I was an usher
at the Oct. wedding of Duncan Hood. Best man
was Greg Kalifut, other ushers included Will
iam Sickle. An attending bridesmaid was Fran
cis Hood '82. He was married to Dana April
lull

'18

Mr. Douglas Q. Holmes
51 Sachem Village
West Lebanon, New Hampshire
03784
(603) 643-3162 (H)

James R. Dasch has completed requirements
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for his Ph.D. at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. He worked in the Depart
ment of Molecular Biology and Microbiology
in the field of immunology. His thesis is "Mitogen-Induced Protein Phosphorylation in Rabbit
Lymphocytes." He was awarded a two-year
grant from the Leukemia Society of America,
and will be a postdoctoral fellow in the labora
tory of Dr. Patricia Jones at Stanford University
beginning July 1. Elizabeth A. Warner was ap
pointed to the psychology department of the
Institute of Living in Hartford, Conn. Henri
Gourd recently joined Municipal Issuers Ser
vice Corp. in White Plains, N. Y. as a marketing
associate. M.I.S. is the managing agency of a
consortium of five of the nation's largest insur
ance companies. Prior to joining M.I.S., Henri
served four years in the Navy, most recently
as a lieutenant on the guided missile cruiser
U.S.S. Richmond K. Turner, and he plans to
continue his affiliation with the Navy through
the Naval Reserves. Alan E. Phelps is "alive
and well in our freedom-loving nation's capi
tal." Robert A. Samit is practicing optometry
in the Washington D.C. area. He encourages
anyone passing through to find him in the
phone book. He says Tim Gorin, Ned Brokaw,
Wendy Cassidy and Laura Donnelly are also
in the area. Vicki Barker is a Washington cor
respondent for UPI Radio, "an occupation that
combines all the usual adrenalin rush of jour
nalism with being in the school play four times
a day. I'm paid to ask important people annoy
ing questions—it's a lot of fun." She sees a lot
of Pam Janis, who is editing a telecommunica
tions newsletter; Paul and Karen Johnson
Lukacs and their daughter Helen, born Sept.
15, 1982. Karen is a TV news producer, Paul is
getting his Ph.D., and Helen's learning to talk.
Mark Sonnenschein lives in Tel Aviv, Israel,
and can be reached at: Department of Chemis
try, Tel Aviv University, Ramat Aviv, Tel Aviv,
69978, Israel. Sister Mary Elizabeth Brennen
made her first profession of vows with the Mis
sionary Sisters of the Catholic Apostolate (the
Pallottines). She currently lives in an inner-city
parish and works on a master's degree in spec
ial education at St. Louis University. Present
at her vows ceremony were Debbie Berkowitz
Darvick, Katherine Khan, Donna Spiegler,
and Clifford Edge '79. Geoffrey G. Back an
nounced his engagement to Amy Elizabeth
Bowling in Oct. She is a public affairs assistant
for Potomac Electric Power Co. in Washington,
D.C., and he is a senior consultant at Booz,
Allen and Hamilton Inc. in Bethesda, Md. They
plan a Nov. 12 wedding in Bryantown, Md.
Jefferson Alison IV married Elizabeth MaryAnn Muran on Sept. 17, in Garden City, Long
Island. He is in his final year at Adelphi Univer
sity. When K.C. White married William P.
O'Donnell on April 30, she became K.C.
O'Donnell—"How's that for a good Irish
name!" Other Kenyon graduates in attendance
included Peter White '81, usher, Tracy O'Don
nell '82 (no relation to the groom) and Shelley
Siniawsky Romoff. Jonathon Kronstadt was
sorely missed. The O'Donnells now reside in
Pleasantville, N.Y. and enjoy the fruits of the
Big Apple. Elsa Hammond Hale was ordained
Episcopal Priest (not Catholic Priest, as previ
ously reported) on Sept. 14, 1983, at the
Cathedral Church of Saint Stephen in Harrisburg, Pa., by the Bishop of Central Pennsyl
vania. Ted Parran and his wife live in Baltimore
where Ted is a second year medical resident.
Ted asks "Does Kenyon have a wrestling team

yet?"
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5th Reunion
Mr. John J. Giardino, III
737 Colvin Avenue
Kenmore, New York 14217
(716) 875-1865 (H)
(716) 852-0400 (B)

David M. Grodsky is engaged to be married
to Karen Sue Bednarski of Newton, N.J. Karen
is an R.N. employed in pediatrics at Newton
Memorial Hospital. David is employed at NBC
News in New York as duty operation super
visor. The couple plans a June '84 wedding.
Andrew Randall Conn received an M.S. degree
at the 217th anniversary commencement at Rut
gers State University last May. Sally and Alan
Wylde joyfully announce the birth of a daugh
ter, Meredith Roberts Wylde, on Oct. 3, in
Springfield, Mass. Sandy Lane is in her third
year of medical school at OSU. She was recently
elected to the AO A honor society. She writes,
"With the boards behind me, I am looking for
ward to two months in Australia (one of touring
and one of medicine), and winter in my new
house—with a fireplace! I will be doing my re
sidency in family practice and plan to deliver
babies—a step up from delivering Pirate's Cove
Pizzas." Bob Lilly takes graduate courses at
Univ. of California at Davis in preparation for
his master's program in aquaculture. Stephen
Bird and Rosemary Krasowski were married
on June 18 in Cincinnati. Pre-wedding fes
tivities were shared with Rick Rosengarten and
Robbie Fisher. Liza Benson, Lindsay Brooks,
Dan Gulino, andMary Ann Duff-Gulino par
ticipated in a memorable wedding and merrv
reception. Gregory Ricca attended one year of
medical school in Grenada, then transferred.
He is now in his third year at Quillen Dishner
College of Medicine in Johnson City, Tenn.
Wade Newman gave a poetry reading at Kenyon, sponsored by the bookstore, on Nov. 6.
He has two poems forthcoming in the summer
1984 issue of the Kenvon Review. Louise Sal
mon works for Nashville Television Produc
tions as associate producer and directs a bi
monthly show for a local cable network. "I'm
happy to say Nashville is now blessed with the
personable (?) Phil Purdy '75 and his wife Ellen
Gillespie Purdy '82. Phil continuously studies
while Ellen, Claire Ross and I hang out at
Nashville's new comedy club! Mark Rennie re
placed Peter J. Bianchi '78 as president of the
N.Y.C. alumni association. Miriam Holzman
works as an assistant casting director for radio
and TV commercials for one of NY's leading
advertising agencies (SSC & B). James Busch
married Barbara Burbrink in March, 1983. He
works as a research scientist for Battelle Colum
bus Laboratories in the Integrated Optics sec
tion. "A final note: Sandy Lane moved in next
door and will be my neighbor for the next year
as she finishes O.S.U. medical school." Amos
Guiora is in his second year of law school at
Case Western Reserve in Cleveland, Ohio.
Elizabeth Wilson married David Hilton III in
Chappaqua, N.Y.

'80

Ms. Christine E. Gould
211 Pearl St.
Corning, NY 14830
(315) 379-9431 (H)
(315) 386-4511 (B)

David Pugh writes, "After working for the
Louisiana House of Representatives for a year
and a half, I've decided to accept my fate and
enter law school at Tulane Univ. Best of luck
to me!" As Steve Gelman graduated from Ben
nington College in Vt. with a B.A. in biology
and economics, he was appointed trustee of
the college. Steve was one of two seniors
selected by the Bennington board of trustees
to join them for a two-year term. Candidates
for the position wrote essays on why they
wanted to become members of the policy-mak
ing board, and Steve's, on the subject of admis
sions and fundraising policies, was selected.
He adds he is now moving to Seattle, Wash.,
to work for W.G. McPeeben Inc. Jennie Hutton
Jacoby sends this correction to a previous class
note: "My husband, Doug, is at the University
of Minnesota (not Michigan) doing graduate
study in biochemistry." Barbara J. Robinson
is working to get her own knitting business
going in Aspen, Colo. She would love to have
any visitors, at 333 W. Main St., #1-B, Aspen,
Co. 81611. Nancy Bartter started grad school
this fall in the Institute of Labor and Industrial
Relations at the Univ. of Illinois. Kevin R.
Nagle is a legal assistant in the litigation depart
ment at Graham and James in San Francisco.
He writes, "After a long day of helping the
Squires siphon off the wealth of society's pro
ductive sectors, I return to my room and await
phone calls from old friends. I'm in the book.
I'd be happy to hear from you (somewhat less
happy, if you're a lawyer now, but don't let
that stop you)." Wilhelm M. Merck researches
in the corporate finance department at Burgess
and Leith in Boston. Kyle W. Henderson
writes, "Perhaps my colleagues on the Colle
gian knew better than I when they predicted
a future in business for me. Although I started
my graduate study at University of Chicago
Divinity School and got my M.A. in 1981, I'm
now attending law school at the University of
Michigan and will graduate in 1986. See you
on La Salle Street!" Carlos Dague finished his
second year at Mid-Ohio Imported Car Co. and
hopes to repeat as Salesman of the Year. Carlos
bought a condo in Upper Arlington last May,
will attend Skip Barber's Advanced Racing
School next spring and will race a Formula Ford
and a showroom stock Mazda RX-7 next season. James Bates graduated from medical
school and will begin an opthalmology resi
dency at Akron City Hospital/Akron Children's
Medical Center in July 1984. "Akron is treating
me well and will be infinitely more enjoyable
with an income." Virginia De Millan works as
the official illustrator for a UNICEF medical pro
ject directed by her husband. "I knew all those
doodles in my Latin notes would be good for
something! We visited Cindy Simpson '80 on
our last trip to the U.S. and Bob '79 and Debra
Ziehm '81 Lilly came to try out their Spanish
on us." Virginia and her husband plan to overpopulate Mexico by one more baby in May.
"Who says religion majors are unemployable?"
Chin Ho wishes to hear from Andy Hess '80,
Georgiann Foley '80, Stan Merrell '80 and
many others. Chin's mailing address is390 Kim
Seng Rd., Times House, Singapore 0923.
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Mr. Clark S. Kinlin
Hamilton C36
Harvard Business School
Soldiers Field P.O.
Boston, Mass. 02163
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While taking leave from the Corning glass
Works, Clark Kinlin will attend Harvard Bus
iness School for the next two years. Greg Sesler
is in his second year of law school at the Uni
versity of Akron. He writes, "This summer I'm
going bare boating on Chesapeake Bay for ten
days and then will work as a law clerk in Erie,
Pa. I'm gearing up for a six-month cruise in
1985, planned by my father, Bill Sesler '50, my
brother, Doug, and me. We expect to sale the
islands from Fla. to Venezuela and back via the
windward passage." Greg sends all his best to
the class. Lisa Staffileno recently relocated to
San Diego to work for Seripps Research Insti
tute. She moved from Atlanta where she just
finished her master's degree in immunology at
Emorv University. Urquhart A. Wood is "thriv
ing in Philadelphia." Margaret Morgan moved
back to New York from Minneapolis in April
and now works for Ventura Assoc., a sales
promotion agency, running sweepstakes and
contests. Susan L. Jones, in her third year of
Michigan Law School, is trying to decide
whether to return to Boston, where she clerked
this summer, or head west to Denver after
graduation. She saw a lot of Robin Riggs and
Julie Berman this summer in Boston. Debra
(Ziehm) Lilly is production supervisor of the
Dixon Tribune, a weekly paper near her home
in Davis Calif. Her husband Bob '79 is taking
graduate courses at UCD in preparation for his
master's program in aquaculture. Their son,
Ben, is almost three and "can lift Mommy over
his head, as well as out-talk Daddy." John
Charles Litchfield Jr. married Kathleen Singer
on July 9 in Chappaqua, N.Y. Kathleen is a
science teacher at the Stephen Gaynor school
in New York City. John is a banker with the
Irving Trust in New York City. After a wedding

trip to Canada, the couple returned to live in
New Jersey. Randolph Gorman married Susan
Thompson '83 on June 18. Attending were
many Kenyonites, including David Jonker '82,
Geoff Snow '83, Kay Hawn '82, Tammy Martin
'82, Karin Moorma '82, Wayne Tompkin '83,
Margret Sexsmith '83, Pam Slotsky '83, Laura
Coleman '83, Mary Bolton '83, Jean Johansson
'83, and Tracy Taylor '83. Mary Page Jones and
Randolph Cochrane Frantz announced their
engagement in Oct. She is employed at George
town Fine Art Gallery in Washington, D.C., as
assistant director. He is studying for a doctorate
in veterinary medicine. Michael and Deirdre
Kelly Moore announce the birth of Caitlin Dent
on Oct. 3, in Fairfield, Conn. The baby weighed
seven pounds. Andy Katz and Janet
Richardson were married on Aug. 14 in Cleve
land. Kenyon alumni in attendance were Dan
Dietchweiler, Steve Coenon, Heather FitzGibbon, Stewart FitzGibbon '79, Katherine Grey
er, Dan Zeiser, Lori Giallo '80, Mark Dailey.
The couple now lives in Columbus. Both are
still in graduate school at O.S.U. The Bulletin
misreported news of the wedding of Elizabeth
D. Fletcher and Jeremy H. Foy '79. The couple
was married on Martha's Vineyard, Mass., on
Aug. 20, 1982. Kenyonites attending the wed
ding were maid of honor Emily Yukich '82,
Dan Reagan '79, Cathy Little '79, Dan McGroarty '79, and also Curtis Ching '78. The
couple has been living in Honolulu, Hawaii,
since the wedding, and love the sand, surf and
sun. Elizabeth is in her second year teaching
chemistry in the academy at prestigious
Punahou School. Jeremy is Hawaii regional di
rector for "Bugs" Burger Bug Killers, Inc., of
Miami, Fla. James Ricca is employed by the
Federal District Court, Southern District of

New York, and attends St. John's University
School of Law. Brett Pierce teaches English at
a boy's boarding school and is chairman of the
English Dept. Bernard Zeng married Teresa M.
Kennedy on Aug. 13, 1983. Walker Bagby Jr.
writes "I'm getting things lined up trading U.S.
treasury bond futures at the Chicago Board of
Trade." Margaret Calkins attends the school
of architecture at Univ. of Wis., at Milwaukee,
emphasizing environmental behavioral stud
ies. "I plan to be in Cleveland in the summer
of '84 and hope tosee some Kenyonites then "
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Mr. Jimmy G. Allen
921 27th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 797-2329 (H)

Susan Ashley Santangelo married Nicholas S.
Haponik, of Fall River, Mass., in Aug. Both are
employed by Ashie's of Cocoa Alley and Mr.
Ashie's in Hershey, Pa. After a wedding trip
to Bermuda, the couple took up residence in
Hershey. Jimmy Allen and Kathy Williams are
happv to announce their engagement to be
married in Washington, D.C., in early June.
Kathy also writes, "The latest news of Keith
Krusz was accidently put under Jimmy Allen's
name. Keith is at this time teaching for his sec
ond year at Chatham Hall in Virginia, while
Jimmy Allen is completing his Master's Degree
in Soviet Studies and International Economics
at Johns Hopkins." Timothy S. Truitt con
tinues his studies in medical school in Galves
ton, Texas. Kristin Hay is in her second year
of law school at Ohio State. She says, "Al-

No sweat!
Do your jogging, workouts or just plain
lounging in our comfortable sweats.
A. Our KENYON sweatshirt has a hood and
pouch pocket. 50% cotton/50% acrylic,
machine washable, line dry. Available in
^
white with navy imprint, purple with
white imprint, grey with navy imprint,
and navy with white imprint. Specify
S, M, L, XL and color. $20.50post paid. '
B. The KENYON sweat pants have a
drawstring waist and elastic ankle. Same^B
comfortable 50/50 blend. Colors available:
white with navy imprint, purple with white
imprint, grey with navy imprint and navy ^
with white imprint. Specify S, M, L, XL and
color. $15.00 postpaid.
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All orders shipped within 24 hours. Please send a
check for the full amount or your Visa, Master Card or
American Express number with your complete name,
street address (UPS will not deliver to a post office box),
and telephone number to the Kenyon College Book
Store, Box 231, Gambier, Ohio 43022. Ohio residents,
please add 5.5% sales tax.
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though I am interviewing with firms in Cleve
land, Columbus and New York, I am now
working for McNamara and McNamara in Col
umbus." Paul Gambal is presently working for
a patent law firm in Washington, D.C. Specifi
cally, his job entails working as a patent
searcher in copyright, trademark and patent
materials. He will apply to law school in fall
1984 in the Washington, D.C. area. He adds
that he often sees Tom Keene, Norman Kenyon, Jimmy Allen, Kathy Williams, Nathan
Schwarts, and other alumni in the area. Laurie
Brown still works in Turnersville, N.J. as a
youth minister in a church. She still takes
graduate courses in youth ministry from La
Salle College in Philadelphia. Catherine A.
Kemmerer works at Filene's in the advertising
department and lives in Brookline, Mass. Bill
Edwards moved from hometown Anniston,
Ala. to the even smaller city of Talladega, Ala.
in order to continue work as a reporter for the
Talledega-based Daily Home newspaper. He
adds, "For the information of its numerous ad
mirers, that old greenish Buick that cruised
Gambier in '81-'82 has now been sold, sacrificed
for a new Plymouth Horizon. Sorry." Carolyn
Wilson placed eighth among women in the
Richmond, Va. Marathon (26.2 miles) on Oc
tober 23, and was third among women in her
20-29 age group. Peter A. Harvey still works
for the Harboredge Development Corp. in
Stonington, Ct. The company develops and
sells condominium residences and dock slips.
Ed Witkin is self-employed as a carpenter in
Chappaqua, N.Y. H. Michael Brown is cur
rently living in Kennebunkport, Maine. He has
several acres of apples, and says this year's
cider was "outa sight!" He adds, "I am now
married to a lovely little woman, and we expect
our second child in April—aspiring bundle of
joy. Delpha, my wife, and I would welcome
any Kenyon visitors—just inquireat the general
store!" Bob Levine works for Hospital Specialty
Co. as production supervisor. Sylvia Smith
spent June and July of 1983 in Santa Barbara
and Honduras with Ed Schortman and Pat
Urban of Kenyon, Wendy Ashmore of Rutgers
and six Kenyon students. "I was lab director
for the archaeological dig we were doing. It
was a wonderful experience." Sylvia works in
the toy dept. at Dayton's Dept. Store earning
money to attend graduate school at Univ. of
Wise., Milwaukee next fall.
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Mr. Edward Spodick
P.O. Box 955
Gambier, Ohio 43022
(614) 427-2244 (B)

Sarah McGill, a candidate for the Master of
Library Science degree at Indiana University,
received the Sarah Rebecca Reed Scholarship
from Beta Phi Mu, and international library sci
ence honor society. The scholarship is given
annually to honor the late Sarah Reed, former
associate dean of the IU School of Library and
Information Science. Sarah chose to concen
trate on archival studies at IU. Rick Howell
will attend medical school at Ohio State Univ.
His roommate is law student Eddie Gregory
80, former assistant director of admissions at
Kenyon. Betsy Bacon married Mike Fox on July
2. Mike attended Kenyon for a year and a half
and finished at University of Toledo. On July
30, Zack Space married Darla Adams. The wed
ding was well attended by Kenyonites: Mike
Ginley '81, Jim Ginley '82, Scott Medors,
Graham Heasley, Taylor Johnson, Mike Dil-
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Ion, Mark Taylor,Jebb Curelop, Mike Handel,
Ross Miller, Lisa Disch, Doug Smith, Dave
Kuhn '84, Evan Zuckert '84, Jeff Bell '84, Jim
Balliett '84, Minturn Osborne '84, Doug Heuck
'84, Mike Simone '83, Todd Billeter '84, Joe
Coates '85, Marc Murphy '85, Scott Miller '85,
Dave Morrison '85, Bob Abbajay '85, Bill
Taylor '85, T.O. Wagner '85. The new couple
will make their home in Columbus, where Zack
will attend OSU Law School. Yet another law
student is Mike Simone, who will attend the
University of Toledo. Ross Miller and Judy
Conway were married Aug. 6 in Alliance, Ohio.
They will locate in Elkhart, Ind., where Ross
will attend the Mennonite Seminary. Elayna
Hocking is in Chicago, working for the Harris
Bank. Taylor Johnson has temporary employ
ment with a builder and is looking for a job in
international business. Timothy P. "Raker" Girian's address is: P.O. Box 666, Booth Bay Har
bor, Maine 04538. John Cannon is currently
employed as a management trainee at Towlift
in Cleveland. He is editor of their employee
newspaper and has completed their sales rep
resentative training program. Towlift is a Cater
pillar lift truck dealer with five branches in 85
counties, spanning both Michigan and Ohio.
John says, "I really miss WKCO and being a
D.J." Willard Renwick Bell III was appointed
corporate sales trainee at the Columbus head
quarters of Copco Papers, Inc. He will be ex
posed to all facets of the company's operations
in his new position. Copco Papers, Inc. is a
distributor of printing papers, envelopes, in
dustrial papers and office products. This fall,
Wendy Eld coached the seventh and eighth
grade field hockey team at her old high school,
and loved it. She is also substitute teaching a
little, whenever the need arises. She says, "I
get my fill of hockey by playing club field hoc
key on the weekends which is a lot of fun!"
Arianna Tordi writes, "At the moment I am
looking into internship and graduate programs
in Art Conservation and Restoration. If nothing
comes of either of these I'm going to Oregon
in January to find myself!" Dave Deacon is liv
ing in Washington, D.C. and working for Macmillan Publishing Co. His address is: 4607 Con
necticut Ave. N.W., Apt. 501, Washington,
D.C. 20008. Matthew Ennis is presently attend
ing SUNY - Binghamton. He is working to
wards a Ph.D. in psychobiology. David Stone
is currently enrolled in Susincio School at Car
negie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh. His new
address is: 706 Maryland Ave., Apt. 2,
Pittsburgh, PA 15232. Twenty-four loyal Ken
yon students and alumni attended the wedding
of Anne I. Opre and George H. Carroll on
Aug. 6: John Cannon, Garth Rose, Rick Klaus
'84, Paul Healy '85, Robert Warmeling '53,
John Young '50, Kathryn Myers, Sue Berger
'84, Kate Lindberg, Wendy Eld, Joan Saslaw
'82, Bob Eggert '52, Will Portnoy, Bill Alderman '84, Chris Penn '84, Dean Robert Reading,
and Coach Jeff Vennell and his daughters
Nicole and Karla. Stillman M. Loomis recently
took a job with Elizabeth Arden, Inc., as a ter
ritory manager and now lives in the Los
Angeles area. Deborah Cooperman is the
media coordinator in a small ad agency outside
of Princeton, "making very little—but getting
by with the help of a part time job bartending
and house managing at McCarter theater. Bor
ing, but surviving." Nina L. Klein is spending
six weeks in London this winter at St. Thomas'
Hospital. She will be doing research with a doc
tor from Case Western Reserve medical school.
She says, "For those in the neighborhood (near

House of Parliament), please visit." Nancy
Grant loves her job with the GLCA urban team
in Yugoslavia, the Netherlands and Great Bri
tain. She is soon off to work for the Winter
Olympics in Sarajevo. She misses Kenyon and
Gambier a great deal, and will be back in the
States in March. J. Timmons Roberts was
selected for an internship with the Legal Aid
Society/Council on Hazardous Materials in
Cleveland. The program is very competitive
and only a small percentage of applicants are
placed as interns. The Council works on the
environmental issues of hazardous materials,
through a community education center called
"Center for Cooperative Action." Kevin McGarry waits for the end of the world in Wilmette. 111., where he holds two jobs but no
cards. Kelley MacDonald works as an analyst
in the research department of a municipal bond
firm in N.Y.C., and loves it. Kelley plans to
move to the city to avoid the two hour commute
to Wall Street from new Canaan, Conn. "Have
met up with Kenyon people in the oddest
places—from obscure specialty food stores in
N.Y.C. to the Wursthaus in Cambridge, Mass.
Sort of miss the cornfields of Gambier, but they
don't compare to the New York skyline!" Tom
Gregory reports his time spent working for the
food services finally paid off. He enlisted in the
U.S. Army for two years as a cook and departed
in Jan.! Martha Lorenz "regrettably entered
the job world." The engineering firm of De
wberry and Davis inflicted the position of prog
ram assistant upon her and John Glenn's pres
idential campaign "will have to put up with
her volunteer efforts." The dream of a lifetime
of slothful decadence has died and its passing
is mourned." Gregg Courtad teaches elemen
tary Spanish to undergraduates at the Univer
sity of Cincinnati. In March he will begin
studies at the University of Madrid (Spain),
where he plans to spend the summer. In Sept.
he will resume teaching and graduate studies
at U.C., where he works on a master's in His
panic civilization. Stuart Sheppard resigned
from his job as assistant editor for Ross-Erikson
publishers in Santa Barbara to interview in the
east. "Southern California is a lot of fun but
there's more to life than hot tubs and avocado
sandwiches." Stuart recently met LettieTeague
in Manhattan for a bohemian lunch. He notes
Erica Lindberg Steward '80 has a commanding
view of the Empire State Building from her of
fice and will play "New York, New York" for
anyone who visits her.

DEATHS
Paul F. Seibold '19 on Sept. 18, 1983. He
was 87. A native of Mount Vernon, Ohio, Paul
graduated from Kenyon in 1919. He graduated
in 1929 from Duquesne University Law School
in Pittsburgh and moved to Detroit the follow
ing year. He practiced law for 49 years with
the Detroit firm of Harness, Dickey & Pierce
and retired as an associate and partner in 1979.
Paul resided for 10 years in Bloomfield Hills,
Mich, and was a member of the State Bar of
Michigan, the Michigan Patent Law Associa
tion, the American Bar Association, the Amer
ican Patent Law Association, the Detroit Golf
Club and the Recess Club. He was a U.S. Army
veteran of World War II. Survivors include his
wife, Geraldine; a son, Paul.
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Thomas Brewster Thurston '25 on July 14
in Ha. He was 84. He worked as a railroad
investigator and was a member of All Saints
Episcopal Church in Enterprise, Fla., a member
of Mayfarers Lodge F & AM in Lampscott,
Mass. and a member of the board of directors
of Bram Towers in Sanford, Fla. He is survived
by his wife, Cora, of Longwood, Fla.
Stephen V. Lines III '28 on Nov. 2, 1983.
He was 76. Mr. Lines, who lived in Pittsford,
N.Y., made a name for himself as Pittsford's
town attorney from 1951 to 1977 and as senior
partner in the Rochester law firm of Lines, Wilkens, Osborn, and Beck, from which he retired
in 1980. Known for brilliance and articulation,
Mr. Lines had a tremendous amount of interest
in town affairs and gave time and effort without
regard for recompense. In the practice of law,
Mr. Lines was considered a model of the pro
fession, a "straight shooter." He was known
as one of Monroe County's top trial lawyers,
particularly in the field of medical malpractice
defense. Mr. Lines was born in Jamestown,
N.Y., the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Douglas
Lines. He graduated from Harvard Law School
following his graduation from Kenyon. Com
missioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army
in 1943 after completing Officers Candidate
School, he later was promoted to captain. In
1955 Mr. Lines was elected a fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers, a member
ship limited to one percent of the lawyers prac
ticing in each state. He was a member of the
American Bar Association and Monroe County
Bar Association. He is survived by his wife,
Lois; a son, Stephen V. Lines IV of Bedford
Hills, N.Y.; a sister, Augusta Hackett, of Can
ton, Ohio; and a grandson.

Robert Kingston Groschner 1929 on July
7, 1983. He was 76. Robert was born Mar. 20,
1907. He attended Kenyon for two years, then
transferred to the University of Michigan.
While at Kenyon, Robert belonged to Psi Upsi
lon. He was a long-time resident of Grosse
Point, Mich, and was employed for 42 years
with General Motor's marketing staff. Robert
was a member of the Detroit Boat Club and the
Senior Men's Club. He is survived by his wife
Margaret; and two sons, Peter Groschner and
John Groschner.

John G. Hoyt Jr. '31 at his Leachville, Ark.
farm. He was 75. Following his graduation from
Kenyon, John moved to Leachville, Ark. where
his father had extensive timber holdings. The
land he cleared of timber comprised B.C. Land
Co., one of the largest farming operations in
northeast Ark. He eventually became president
of the company. During the 1950s John ac
quired land in Fla. and was one of the founders
of the Lost Tree Club in North Palm Beach. In
1973 he founded the Eastpointe Country Club,
combining oceanfront and golf course proper
ties. He also selected the site for John's Island
in Vero Beach. He was a communicant of St.
John's Episcopal Church in Memphis and
member of the Memphis Country Club,
Everglades Club and Jupiter Hills Club. He re
ceived the Distinguished Citizens Award from
the U.S. Naval Academy for his donation of
several sailing vessels to train naval cadets.
John is survived by his wife, Lettye A. Hoyt;

two daughters, Ruth Montague of Memphis
and Suzanne Estelle Hoyt of Collierville, Tenn.;
a spn, James King Hoyt of Paragould, Ark.; a
brother, Henry K. Hoyt of Vero Beach; and
four grandchildren.
Archibald H. Billmire '31 on Sept. 9. After
graduation from Kenyon, Mr. Billmire entered
the United State military service, serving in artillary, O.S.S., General Command School and
counter-intelligence. Since World War II he
worked as a manufacturers' representative —
for the Kendall Co. until 1935and more recently
for McDonald and Co. Mr. Billmire was a San
Francisco resident and a world-wide travellor
as an exporter of athletic equipment.
Ralph Edward Stock '32 on Nov. 1983.
Arthur J. "Bud" McBurney '32 on Oct. 28.
He was 73. A Jackson, Mich, resident, Mr.
McBurney served as president of McBurney
Real Estate from 1973 urttil 1980, when he re
tired. Previously he was secretary/treasurer for
Hitt-McBurney Real Estate. Mr. McBurney was
a veteran of World War II, a member of the
Jackson Board of Realtors, the Jackson Crippled
Children's Society and Queen of the Miracul
ous Medal Church. He was also former chair
man of the Jackson chapter of the American
Red Cross. While at Kenyon, Mr. McBurney
was a member of Psi Upsilon. Survivors include
his wife, Elizabeth A. of Jackson; a son, Arthur
J. Jr. of Milwaukee, Wis.; a daughter, Mrs. Ann
Scheele of Jackson; a sister, Mrs. E. M. Chamberlin; and four grandchildren.
Richard Nash II '50 on July 24, 1983 in
Madison, Minn. He was 61. Richard was born
to Humphrey L. Nash and Margaret Arthars
Nash, Oct. 20, 1921. Reared in Shaker Heights,
Ohio, Richard attended Boulevard School
(Shaker Heights), Gow School (South Wales,
N.Y.) and Cheshire Academy (Cheshire,
Conn.). Richard enlisted in the U.S. Army dur
ing W.W. II after his first semester at Kenyon.
A member of Independent Anti-Aircraft Battal
ion 379th, he later served overseas in the 838th
and was honorably discharged in 1946. He re
turned to Kenyon where he majored in history
and was a member of Beta Theta Pi. "Doctor"
Nash — as his friends called him — was bap
tized in 1949 at the Church of the Holy Spirit.
While at Kenyon, Richard lived in Leonard
Hall — named after Bishop "Twinkletoes"
Leonard, who had confirmed Richard's father.
After graduation from Kenyon in 1950, Richard
farmed for a time with his brothers in Wheaton,
Minn. Richard then attended North Dakota
State School of Science in Wahpeton, N.D. to
learn printing and linotype operation. Follow
ing his marriage to Mary Lupkes on Sept. 24,
1954, Richard moved to Madison, Minn.,
where he worked for The Western Guard, a
local newspaper. A buff of military history,
philosophy and religion, Richard was a
member of the American Legion and Lutheran
Laymen's League. He is survived by his wife
Mary; daughters Mrs. Donald Lund of Madi
son, Mrs. Bryan Sahr of Breckenridge, Minn.,
Mrs. Jon Tennessen of New Brighton, Minn.;
a son Richard F. Nash of Madison; seven grand
children; brothers Humphrey Nash of Barrington, R.I. and John Nash II of Tryon, N.C.
Richard was preceded in death by his parents
and a brother, Joseph T. Nash.

The Honorable R. Henry Norweb H '60
on Oct. 1. He was 89. Born in Nottingham,
England to American parents, he earned an
A.B. cum laude from Harvard in 1916. He
served for 35 years as a career officer in the
United States (Diplomatic Service, at posts in
Europe, the Far East, Latin America, the De
partment of State, Bolivia, Dominican Repub
lic, Peru, Portugal Cuba, Paris, Tokyo, the
Hague, Santiago de Chile, Mexico City, Buenos
Aires, Montivideo and Rome. Mr. Norweb was
chairman of the United States delegation to the
3rd General Assembly of the Pan-American In
stitute of Geography and History in 1941 and
chairman of the United States delegation to the
International High Frequency Broadcasting
Conference in 1948. In 1960 an honorary L.L.D.
was conferred on him by Kenyon. A resident
of Cleveland since his retirement from the Dip
lomatic Service, Mr. Norweb was a member of
the Chapter of National Cathedral, of Har
vard's School of Public Administration Cornmittee; a trustee of the John Huntington Art
and Polytechnic Trust; president of the John
Huntington Fund for Education; vice president
of the Council on World Affairs. He is survived
by his wife Emery May (nee Holden); son R.
Henry Norweb, Jr.; daughter Jeanne Norweb
(Mother Mary Joseph of the Sacrificial Host);
son Albert H. of Cincinnati, four grandchil
dren; and five great-grandchildren.
William F. McCabe '61 on Dec. 3, 1983.
He was 44. Mr. McCabe, a prominent San Fran
cisco attorney, was a senior partner in the law
firm of Coblentz, Cahen, McCabe and Breyer.
He was a former federal civial rights attorney
and member of the California Commission on
Criminal Justice. A native of Toledo, Ohio, Mr.
McCabe graduated from New York University
Law School, following graduation from Ken
yon. He served as a trial attorney in Mississippi
for the civil rights division of the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice from 1964 to 1967. He later
served as director of the Gilroy office of Califor
nia Rural Legal Assistance, a federally financed
agency representing poverty-stricken farrn
workers. Mr. McCabe recently provided free
legal counsel to the City of San Francisco to
defend the constitutionality of its gun control
ordinance, invalidated last year by the State
Supreme Court. He is survived by a daughter,
Lauren; and a son, Sean.
George D. Woods H '68 on Aug. 20, 1982.
He was 81. The son of a shipyard worker, Mr.
Woods was born in Boston on July 27, 1901,
and spent his boyhood in Brooklyn. He set out
for a career on Wall Street at the age of 17. Mr.
Woods started as an office boy in the firm of
Harris, Forbes & Co., and moved ahead stead
ily. The firm became the First Boston Corpora
tion in the 1930s and he became chairman of
the board in 1951. In 1962, Mr. Woods was
nominated by the Kennedy Administration as
president of the World Bank, which he kept
on an innovative course. A backer of several
Broadway productions, he was also director of
the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in
New York City and chairman of the board of
the Repertory Theater of Lincoln Center. He
served for a time as treasurer and a director of
the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Cir
cus and helped his friend John Ringling North
reorganize the circus. He is survived by his
wife, Louise Taraldson Woods; and a sister,
Grace Johnson, of Scarsdale.

Winter 1984

35

i

THE LAST PAGE

The Puppet

Where anything goes

by Tommy Ehrbar

Ever since I lost my job to The Puppet I've never cared
much about what the weather's going to be like. Sleet, sun
shine, patchy fog, monsoon—I deal with these conditions
when they arrive, and not one second sooner. I refuse to
scan the skies for ominous clouds; windchill's not a factor
with me. I guess I like sur
/
prises. Although, of course,
there's more to it than that.
People tell me my
meteorological apathy is un^
enlightened and that the
weather is an invaluable
icebreaker at parties or in
\
elevators. They heckle me ;
when I shake clumps of i
snow off my short-sleeve j
$ 1V
shirts. And they always I
think I'm kidding when I in- vStiM/////,
form them I was once a wea- mnSltM'///
ther forecaster for a network
television station. And I
once battled for ratings
against The Puppet. And
lost. They can't believe it.
V/
\J
Neither can I.
It was the winter of 1976
and I was in Chicago work
ing as a freelance writer. No,
let's be absolutely specific. I
was working as a freelance
humor writer, determined
to support myself purely by the flame, or at least the commer
cialization, of my wit. My wit and delivering pizzas at night
were what paid the bills back then. And you know, I just
might have realized my dream of becoming a six-figure humor
writer, had it not been for The Puppet, for Albert the Alleycat,
a moniker that still sends shivers down my backbone.
My confrontation with Albert would take place not in
Chicago but in Milwaukee later that Bicentennial Year around
the Fourth of July when the nation celebrated its heritage
with Tall Ships and spectacular fireworks displays. But in my
memories all that hoopla was minor pyrotechnics. The real
drama pitted a human being against a puppet in a Milwaukee
TV studio.
I really had no intention of ever getting into the weather
racket to begin with. The weather was merely another topic
to unleash my repartee on. But here's what happened.
By the spring of 1976, things were looking up for me. I
was, astonishingly, selling more humor than pizza and was
as happy as I had been in a long time, probably going back
to my freshman year at the University of Notre Dame in the
late 1960s. That was the year I began a humor column for
The Observer, the campus daily, my initial effort being a
satire on American politics set in Alice's Wonderland. I
thought I had concocted a masterpiece of mirth and poignant
commentary, but my editor, given to theatrical flourishes and

A

unprovoked rages (he is now a psychiatrist!) roared into the
news room, bellowed "Ehrbar, it might interest you to know
what a real humorist writes like!" He then slammed a hard
bound book on my desk and vanished.
The book was Chicken Inspector Number 23 by S. J.
Perelman, a name then un
known to me. I read the
book, devoured it really,
overwhelmed by the wild
lapidary prose. Stricken
with Perelmania I combed
bookstores for anything I
could find by the master and
eventually ran out of combs.
Perelman led me to Robert
Benchley, James Thurber,
George Ade and a little later,
r*
Mark Twain, his sketches
and short stories. It may
suggest my limitations as a
college student, but 1 read
these wonderful American
P7
humorists far more devoutly
r
than any assigned authors.
To this day my favorite book
in all the world is Chicken
Inspector Number 23. And
if my old editor wants it
back, he can't have it.
When I graduated from
Notre Dame, then, I had no
ambition of changing the world, merely hoped to add a laugh
or two, and to live modestly by my steely wit.
And so eventually I wended my way to Chicago and
that spring of 1976 when my fortunes were on the rise. So
much on the rise that I felt confident of extending mv profes
sional scope northward from Chicago to Milwaukee. One
bright May morning I ventured to Milwaukee to scout out
the humor prospects. Among my stops was WITI Television,
an ABC affiliate that dominated its market.
Now, unknown to me, at the very time I arrived at WITI,
station executives were involved in some dispute with their
number-one weather talent—1 swear this is true—a handpuppet named Albert the Alleycat. Albert, from what I later
learned, thirsted for a bigger bowl of milk, in a manner of
speaking, and said he was moving to Miami television. He
wasn't a scrappy alleycat for nothing. So at my interview,
when I trotted out my humor pitch, I was answered by a
robust chorus of voices, "How would you like to be a TV
weatherman? We can audition you right now." To this day
I am astounded my lips formed the word "Sure." What in
the world was I thinking of? A TV weatherman?
But the audition proved a breeze. I improvised with the
weather map. I cracked a stupid pun on "Hail, Caesar." I
snowed them. I took them by storm. They offered me a job
with a salary that would end my pizza-vending forever.
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No, 1 was not assigned the weather spot on the nightly
news. They weren't that crazy. No, WITI's showcase for me
was A.M. Milwaukee which aired at the less competitive hour
of 7:30 in the morning. Could I begin Monday? Again, that
ridiculous word—"Sure."
Some Milwaukee friends of mine graciously provided
lodging in a spare bedroom while 1 was apartment hunting.
And over the weekend I scripted and committed to memory
a three-minute monologue on how weather influenced the
Revolutionary events 200 years earlier. (1 was not above milk
ing the Bicentennial for all it
was worth.) My grasp of
cold fronts or high pressure
systems and such arcane
nonsense remained nil.
Arriving at the studio
Monday morning in my only
>r\
*
suit, I was admittedly a tad
nervous. I introduced my
self to the camera crew who
only warned me "Don't trip
«•
on the cables." Somebody
miked me, someone else
handed me the morning
A.P. weather report. The di
rector, I was alerted "may be
a little late." I acquainted
myself with the weather
map and looked over the set.
My co-anchor—whom I had
never met—was nowhere in
sight. A clock on the wall
said five minutes to air time.
For some inexplicable
reason the inside of my
suddenly
was
mouth
parched and I lavishly applied a throat spray that was
thoughtfully provided. Moments later the co-anchor saun
tered in, and I nearly gagged when he asked if I'd seen his
bottle of hair spray. Then, in a flash, the lights came up, and
I was on live television.
Somehow, 15 minutes later it was over. But only a hyp
notist or maybe my old college editor, the psychiatrist, will
ever get me to reveal the particulars. The monologue I had
so painstakingly memorized is buried somewhere in my sub
conscious. It was never delivered that Monday; I forgot every
word. At the weather map I had difficulty locating Wisconsin
and only arrived there by a process of elimination. But my
greatest moment of raw terror was on my way home when
I realized 1 would have to do this again tomorrow!
But, you know something strange, 1 uesday was a lark,
Monday's debacle somehow cathartic. I emerged from that
day on, a free man. I was able to relax on camera. 1 cranked
out scintillating monologues with clever segues to the wea
ther reports. My improvs were devastating. I moved with
the grace of O.J. Simpson around the weather map. I settled
merrily into my new career.
I didn't own a car in those days and I liked to arrive at
the studio early, giving myself ample time to rip the weather
off the A.P. machine and frantically gulp a cup of coffee. This
meant I had to catch a 6:30 bus which, amazingly, was always
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jammed—mostly first-shift factory workers and members of
a high school band who rehearsed before classes. Nearly
every day I was forced to squeeze to the rear of the bus amidst
instrument cases where I would be unable to find a seat and
stood clutching my props—funny hats, exploding cigars and
other subtleties.
My audience was captive, and 1 took advantage of that
ideal situation to test and hone my monologues. But it was
a tough bus to work—stuff that fractured the high school
kids usually didn't make much of a dent with the factory
crowd, and vice versa.
The daily ride took
about 35 minutes and at my
stop 1 always asked the bus
driver what the weather was
going to be like. This may
&
sound like shoddy research
but the guy's predictions
were infallible.
A word about my co-an
chor. He was short but
N
\\
looked taller because of a
mound of tawny hair he was
forever primping. Some
what distant toward me, he
perhaps quietly seethed
sharing air time with a
neophyte trying to upstage
him. Of course, when the
cameras started rolling our
relationship warmed ap
preciably. He would ver
p
bally bathe me in charm and
joviality, fall on the floor
guffawing at my flimsiest
lines. After a show he never
spoke to me.
I was never able to verify what Milwaukee viewers
thought of me, or what my risibility quotient was. The TV
critics with the local newspapers never reviewed my work.
And I interpreted this to be a sign of approbation. It was
clear they could find no aspect of my performance to bewail
or pounce upon.
And so I vowed to spend the rest of my life on A.M.
Milwaukee. And why not? At 7:45 I was done for the day. I
could say or do anything I wanted. The money was terrific.
Then The Puppet returned, repentant. Why he left Miami
I'll probably never know. Would the station take back the
turncoat alleycat or would they favor the dazzling newcomer?
There was clearly not room for two eccentric weather talents
at WITI. Somebody had to win, somebody had to lose. And
so it was. The Puppet, a piece of colored cloth, edged me
out of my perfect life. "He simply has stronger human qual
ities," I was told. On my last day as a TV weatherman
I predicted sunny skies, then walked outside into the
pouring rain. All right, so maybe the weather dodge wasn't
for me.
On that final broadcast, as I said farewell to my Mil
waukee viewers, I waved a banner that said Chicken In
spector Number 23. I'm sure nobody knew what it meant,
but it got me through the day.
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